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TH E following Charalters ars drawn by a 
very pious and maſterly pen, and appear calculated 
to call the attention of mankind inward, and to do 
them good. With this view they are ſelected from 
. the larger works of the Author, and preſented to 
the Reader in this new form, by bis em 
Pumble foes, | 
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ALTDUS has traded above thirty years in the 

the greateſt city of the kingdom ; and has been 
ſo many years conſtantly increaſing his trade and his 
fortune. Every hour of the day is with him an hour of 
buſineſs; and though he eats and drinks very heartily, 
yet every meal ſeems to be in a hurry, and he would 
ſay grace if he had time. Calidus ends every day 
at the tavern; but he has not leiſure to be there till 
near nine o'clock. He is always forced to drink a 
good hearty glaſs, to drive thoughts of buſineſs out 
of his head, and make his ſpirits drowſy enough for 


ſleep. He does buſineſs all the time he is riſing, and 


has ſettled ſeveral matters before he can get to his 
counting houſe. His prayers are a ſhort ejaculation 
or two, which he never miſſes in ſtormy, tempeſtu- 
ous weather, becauſe he has always ſomething or other 
A 2 at 
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at te. Calidus will tell you with great pleaſure, 
that he has been in this hurry for many years, and 
that it muſt have killed him long ago, but that it 
has been à rule with him, to pet out of the town 
every Saturday, and make the Sunday a day of 
quiet and good refreſhment in the country. 

He is now fb rich, that he would leave off his 
buſineſs, and amuſe his old age with building and 
furniſhing a fine houſe in the country ; but that he is 
afraid he ſhall grow melancholy, if he was to quit 

his buſineſs. He will tell you with great gravity, 
that it is a dangerous thing for a man that has been 
uſed to get money, ever to leave it off. If thoughts 
of religion happen at any time to ſteal into his head, 
Calidus contents himſelf with thinking, that he ne- 
ver was a friend to heretics and infidels; that he has 
always been civil to the miniſter of the pariſh, and 
very often given ſomething to the charity-ſchool.  - p 
REFLECTIONS. 


This way of life is at ſuch a diſtance Graltichs 
doctrine and diſcipline of chriſtianity, that no one. 
can hve in it through ignorance or frailty. Calidus 
can no more imagine, chat he is born again of the 
ſpirit; that be is in Chriſt a new creature; that he 
lives here a fliranger and pilgrim, ſetting his affetions 
upon things above, and laying up treaſures in beaven; 
he can no more imagine this, than he can think that 
he has been all his life an apoſtle, ec SATAN 
and preaching the goſpel. 
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Il. Character of Mundanus. 


| MUNDANUS is a man of excellent parts, 
and clear apprehenſion. He is well advanced in 
age, and has made a great figure in buſineſs. 
Every part of trade and buſineſs that has fallen 
in his way, has had ſome inprovement from 
him; and he is always contriving to carry every me- 
thod of doing any thing well, to its greateſt height. 
Mundanus aims at the greateſt perſection in every 
thing. The ſoundneſs and ſtrength of his mind, 
and his juſt way of thinking upon things, makes 
him intent upon removing all imperſections. 
He can tell you all the defects and errors in all 
the common methods, whether of trade, building, 
or improving land or manufactures. The clear- 
neſs and ſtrength of his underſtanding, which he is 
conſtantly improving, by continual exerciſe in theſe 
matters, by often digeſting his thoughts in writing, 
and trying every thing every way, has rendered him 
a great maſter of moſt concerns in human life. 

Thus has Mundanus gone on, increaſing his 
knowledge and ae as faſt as his years came 
upon him. 

The one only thing, which has not fallen under 
his improvement, nor received any benefit from his 
judicious mind, is his devotion: This 1s juſt in the 
fame poor ſtate it was, when he was only ſix years 
of age; and the old man prays now, in that little 
form of words, which his mother uſed to hear him 


repeat night and morning, A 3 this 
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This Midna) cher Ia er foi the poceek 
| utenſil, or ever took the meaneſt trifle into his hand, 
: without conſidering how it might be made, or uſed 
to better advantage, has gone all his life long pray- 
ing in the ſame manner, as when he was a child; 
without ever conſidering how much better, or oſt- 
i tener he might pray; without conſidering how im- 
1 proveable the ſpirit of devotion is, how many helps 
8 a wiſe and reaſonable man may call to his aſſiſtance, 
and how neceſſary it is, that our prayers ſhould be 
 - enlarged, varied, and ſuited to the particular ſtate 
and condition of our lives, 

If Mundanus ſees a book of devotion, he paſſes 
it by, as he does a ſpelling-book, becauſe he re- 
members that he learned to pray ſo many years ago 
under his mother, when he learnt to ſpell, 


REFLECTIONS, 
Now how poor and pitiable is the conduct of 
this man of ſenſe, who has ſo much judgment and 
underſtanding in every thing, but that which is the 
whole wiſdom of man? 
And how miſerably do many people, more or 
leſs, imitate this conduct? 
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III. Character of Negatiut. 


NEGOTIUS is a temperate, honeſt man, He 
ſerved his time under a maſter of great trade, but has 


by his own management made it a more conſidera- 


ble buſineſs than ever it was before. For thirty 


years laſt paſt, he has-wrote fifty or ſixty letters in a 
week, and is buſy in correſponding with all parts 
of Europe. The general good of trade ſeems to 
Negotius to be the general good of life ; whomſoe- 


ver he admires, whatever he commends or con- 


demns, either in church or ſtate, is admired, com- 
mended, or condemned, with ſome regard to trade. 

As money is continually pouring in upon him; ſo 
he often lets it go in various kinds of expence and 
generoſity, and ſometimes in ways of charity, 

Negotius is always ready to join in any public 
contribution. - If a purſe is making at any place 
where he happens to be, whether it be to buy a plate 
for a horſe race, or to redeem a priſoner out of jail, 
you are always ſure of having ſomething from him. 

He has given a fine ring of bells to a church in 
the country ; and there is much expectation, that he 
will ſome time or other make a more beautiful front 
to the market-houſe, than has yet been ſeen in any 
place. For it is the generous ſpirit of Negotius to 
do nothing in a mean way, 


If you aſk what it is, that has ſecured Negotius 


from all ſcandalous vices, it is the ſame thing that has 
kept him from all ſtrictneſs of devotion, it is his great 
A 4 buſineſs 
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buſineſs. He has always had too many important 
things in his head, his thoughts have been too much 
employed, to ſuffer him to fall either into any 
courſes of rakery, or to orice Marge 
ward ſolid piety, 

For this reaſon he hears of thepieakires of Gr. 
bauchery, and the pleaſures of piety, with the ſame 
indifference; and has no more deſire of living in the 
one the other, becauſe neither of them con- 
ſit with that turn of mind, pany ee | 
neſs, which are his happinefs, 

If Negotius was aſked, what iis which ho drive 
at in life? he would be as much at a loſs for an an- 
ſwer, as if he was aſked, what any other perſon is 
thinking of. For though he always ſeems to him- 
ſelf to know what he is doing, and has many things 
in his head, which are the motives of his actions; yet 
he cannot tell you of any one general end of life, that 
he has choſen with deliberation, as being truly wor- 
thy of all his labours and pains, 

He has ſeyeral confuſed notions in his head, which 
have been a long time there; ſuch as theſe, viz, 
That it is ſomething great to have more buſineſs 
than other people, to have more dealings upon his 
hands than an hundred of the ſame profeſſion; to 
grow contiunally richer and richer, and to raiſe an 
immenſe fortune before he dies. The thing chat 
ſeems to give Negotius the greateſt life and ſpirits, 
and to be moſt in his thoughts, is an expectation 
that he ſhall die richer than any of his buſineſs ever 
did, The 
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The generality of people, when they think of 
happineſs, think upon Negotius, in whoſe life every 
inſtance of happineſs is fuppoſed to meet; ſober, 
prudent, rich, proſperous, generous, and charitable. 

ie REFLECTIONS. | 

Let it now be ſuppoſed, chat this ſame Negotius 
was a painful, laborious man, every day deep in va- 
riety of affairs; that he neither drank nor debauched; 
but was ſober and regular in his buſineſs. Let it 
be ſuppoſed that he grew old in this courſe of trad- 
ing; and that the end and deſign of all this Jabour, 

and care, and application to buſineſs, was only this 
that he might die poſſeſſed of more than an hundred 
thouſand pair of boots and ſpurs, and as many great 
coats, | 

Let it be ſuppoſed, that the ſober part of the 
world ſay of him when he is dead, that he was a 
great and happy man, a thorough maſter of buſineſs, 
and had acquired an hundred thouſand pair of boots 
and ſpurs when he died. | 
Now if this was really the caſe, I believe it would 

be readily granted, that a life of ſuch buſineſs was as 
poor and ridiculous, as any that can be invented: 
But it would puzzle any one to ſhew, that a man that 
has ſpent all his time and thoughts in buſineſs and 
hurry, that he might die, as it is ſaid, worth an hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, is any whit wiſer than he, 
who has taken the ſame pains to have as many pair 
of boots and ſpurs when he leaves the world. 


For 


10 Portraits of 


For if the temper and ſtate of our ſouls be oun 
whole ſtate; if the only end of life be to die as free 
from ſin, and as exalted in virtue as we can; if 
naked as we came, ſo naked are we to return, and to 
ſtand a trial before Chriſt, and his holy angels, for 
everlaſting happineſs or miſery ; what can it poſſibly 
ſignify, what a man had, or had not, in this world? 
What can it ſignify what you call thoſe things which 
a man has left behind him; whether you call them 
his, or any one's elſe ; whether you call them trees or 
fields, or birds and feathers ; whether you call them 
an hundred thouſand pounds, or an hundred thou- 
ſand pair of boots and ſpurs; I ſay, call them; for 
the things ſignify no more to him than the names. 

Now it is eaſy to ſce the folly of a life thus ſpent, 
to furniſh a man with ſuch a number of boots and 
ſpurs, But yet there needs no better faculty of ſee- 
ing, no finer underſtanding, to ſee the folly of a life | 
ſpent in making a man a polſcfior of ten towns be- 
fore he dies. 

For if when he has got all his towns, or all his 
boots, his ſoul is to go to his own place amongſt ſe- 
parate ſpirits, and his body be laid by in a coffin, till 
the laſt trumpet calls him to judgment; where the 
enquiry will be, how humbly, how devoutly, how 
purely, how meekly, how piouſly, how charitably, 
how heavenly we have ſpoke, thought, and acted, 
whilſt we were in the body; how can we ſay, that he 
ho has wore out his life in raiſing an hundred thou- 
fand pounds, has ated wiſer for himſelf, than he 
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who has had the ſame care to procure an hundred 
thouſand of any thing elſe? 

But farther: Let it now be ſuppoſed, that Nego- 
tius, when he firſt entered into buſineſs, happening 
to read the Goſpel with attention, -and eyes open, 
found that he had a much greater buſineſs upon his 
hands, than that to which he had ſerved an appren- 
ticeſhip: that there were things which belong to 
man, of much more importance than all that our 
eyes can ſee; ſo glorious, as to deſerve all our 
thoughts; ſo dangerous, as to need all our care; 
and ſo certain, as never to deceive the faithful labourer, 
Let it be ſuppoſed, that from reading this book, 
he had diſcovered that his ſoul was more to him 
than his body; that it was better to grow in the vir- 
tues of the ſoul, than to have a large body, or a full 
purſe; that it was better to be fit for heaven, than to 
have variety of fine houſes upon the earth; that it 
was better to ſecure an everlaſting happineſs, than to 
have plenty of things which he cannot keep; better 
live in habits of humility, piety, devotion, charity, 
and ſelf denial, than to die unprepared for judg- 
ment; better to be moſt like our Saviour, or ſome 
eminent ſaint, than to excel all the tradeſmen in the 
world, in buſineſs and bulk of fortune. 

Let it be ſuppoſed that Negotius believing theſe 
things to be true, entirely devoted himſelf to God at 
his firſt ſetting out in the world, reſolving to purſue 
his buſineſs no farther than was conſiſtent with great 
devotion, humility, and ſelf-denial ; and for no other 

| ends 
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ends, but to provide himſelf with a ſober ſubſiſtance, 
and to do all the good that he could, to the fouls 
and bodies of his fellow creatures, 
continual hurry of buſineſs, he was frequent in his 
retirements, and a ſtrift obſerver of all the hours of 
prayer: that inſtead of reſtleſs deſires after more 
| riches, his ſoul had been full of the love of God and 
heavenly affection, conſtantly watching againſt 
worldly tempers, and always aſpiring after divine 
grace; that inſtead of worldly cares and contrivan- 
ces, he was buſy in fortifying his ſoul againſt all 
approaches of fin; that inſtead of coftly ſhew, and 
' expenſive generoſity of a ſplendid life, he loved and 
exerciſed all inſtances of humiticy and lowlineſs; 
that inſtead of great treats and full tables, his houſe 
only furniſhed a ſober refreſhment to thoſe that wan- 
ted it. | 
Let it be ſuppoſed, that his contentment kept 
him free from all kinds of envy: thathis piety 
made him thankful to God in all croſſes and diſap- 
pointments: that his charity kept him from being 
rich, by a continual diſtribution to all objects of 
compaſſion, | 
Now had this been the chriſtian ſpirit of Negotius, 
can any one ſay, that he had loſt the true joy and 
happineſs of life, by thus conforming to the ſpirit, 
and living up to the hopes of the goſpel ? 
Can it be ſaid, that a life made exemplary by ſuch 
virtues as theſe, which keep heaven always in our 
ſight 
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ſight, which both delight and exalt the ſoul here, 
and prepare it for the preſence of God hereafter, 
muſt be poor and dull, if compared to that of heap- 
ing up riches, which can neither ſtay with us, nor 
WO WARE 


IV. Charatter of Penitens. 
PENITENS was a buſy, notable tradeſman, 
and very proſperous in his dealings, but died in the 
thirty-fifth year of his age. | 
A little before his death, when the doctors had 
given him over, ſome of his neighbours came one 
evening to ſee him; at which time he ſpake thus to 
I ſee, ſays he, my friends, the tender concern you 
have for me, by the grief that appears in your coun- 
tenances, and I know the thoughts that you now 
have about me. You think how melancholy a caſe 
it is, to ſee ſo young a man, and in ſuch flouriſhing 
buſineſs, delivered up to death. And perhaps, had 
[ viſited any of you in my condition, I ſhould have 
had the ſame thoughts of bu. 
But now, my friends, my thoughts are no more 
like your thoughts, than my condition is like yours, 
It is no trouble to me now to think, that I am to 
die young, or before I have raiſed an eſtate. 


Theſe 
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Theſe things are now ſunk into ſuch mere no- 
things that I have no name little enough to call them 
by. For if in a few days, or hours, I am to leave 
this carcaſe to be buried in the earth, and to find my- 
ſelf either for ever happy in the favour of God, or 


eternally ſeparated from all light and peace, can any 


words ſufficiently expreſs the littleneſs of every thing 
elſe? i 

Is there any dream like the dream of life, which 
amuſes us with the negle& and diſregard of theſe 
things? Is there any folly like the folly of our man- 
ly ſtate, which is too wiſe and buſy to be at leiſure 
for theſe reflections? : 

When we conſider death as a miſery, we only 
think of it as a miſerable ſeparation from the enjoy- 
ments of this life, We ſeldom mourn over an old 
man that dies rich; hut we lament the young, that 
are taken away in the progreſs of their fortune. You 
yourſelves look upon me with pity ; not that I am 
going unprepared to meet the Judge of quick and 
dead, but that Lam to leave a proſperous trade in 
the flower of my life. 

This is the wiſdom of our manly thoughts, And 
yet what folly of the ſillieſt children is ſo great as this? 

For what is there miſerable or dreadful in death, 
but the "conſequences of it? When a man is dead, 
what does any thing ſignify to him, but the ſtate he is 
then in? 

Our poor friend Lepidus died, you know, as he 
was dreſſing himſelf for a feaſt; do you think it is 

now 
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now part of his trouble, that he did not live till that 
entertainment was over? Feaſts, and buſineſs, and 
pleaſures, and enjoyments, ſeem great things to us, 
whilſt we think of nothing elſe; but as ſoon as we 
add death to them, they all fink into an equal little- 
neſs; and the ſoul, that js ſeparated from the body, 
5 Ge ns eee 
of a feaſt. 

If I am now going into the joys of God, could 
there be any reaſon to grieve, that this happened to 
me before I was forty years of age? Could it be a 
| fad thing to go to heaven, before I had made a few 
more bargains, or ſtood a little longer A 2 
counter? b 
And if I am to go amongſt loſt ſpirits, could 
there be any reaſon to be content, that this did not 
happen to me till I was old, and full of riches? 

If good angels were ready to receive my ſoul, 
could it be any grief to me, that I was dying on a 
poor bed in a garret? 
And if God has delivered me up to evil ſpirits, 

to be dragged by them to places of torments, could 
it be any comfort to me, that they ound me upon 
a bed of ſtate? 

When you are as near death as I am, you wil 
know, that all the different ſtates of life, whether of 
youth or age, riches or poverty, greatneſs or mean- 
neſs, ff ee eee 
in a poor or ſtately apartment. | 

The greatneſs of thoſe things which follow death; 
makes all that goes before it ſink into nothing. 
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No that judgment is ho ae thing 3 
for, and everlaſting happineſs or miſery is come ſo 
near me, all the enjoyments and proſperities of life 
ſeem as vain and inſignificant, and to have no more 
to do with my happineſs, than the cloaths that I 
wore before. I could ſpeak. 

But, my friends, how am I ſurprized, that I haye 
not always had theſe thoughts? for what is there in 
the terrors of death, in the vanities of life, or the 
neceſſities of piety, but what I might have as eaſily 
and fully ſeen in any part of my life? 
| What a ſtrange thing it is, that a little health, or 
the poor buſineſs of a ſhop, ſhould keep us ſo ſenſe- 
leſs of theſe great things, that are coming ſo fit pp 
on us! 

Juſt as you came into my chamber, 1 was think- 
ing with myſelf, what numbers of fouls there are 

now in the world, in my condition at this very time 
ſurprized with a ſummons to the other world ; ſome 
taken from their ſhops and farms, others from their 
ſports and pleaſures, theſe at ſuits at law, thoſe at 
gaming tables, ſome on. the road, others at their 
own fire ſides, and all ſeized at an hour when they 
thought nothing of it; frighted at the approach of 
death, confounded at the vanity of all their labours, 
deſigns, and projects, aſtoniſhed at the folly of their 


paſt lives, and not knowing which way to turn their 
thoughts, to find any comfort, Their conſciences 
flying in their faces, bringing all their ſins to their 
remembrance, tormenting them with deepeſt con- 


victions 


Human Charatters. 17 


victions of their own folly, preſenting them with the 
ſight of the angry judge, the worm that never dies, 
the fire that is never quenched, the gates of hell, 
the powers of darkneſs, and the bitter pains of eter- 
nal death. | 

Oh, my friends! bleſs God that you are not of this 
number, that you have time and ſtrength to employ 
yourſelves in ſuch works of piety, as may bring you 
peace at the laſt, 

And take this along with you; that there is no- 
thing but a life of great piety, or a death of great 
ſtupidity, that can keep off theſe apprehenſions, 

Had I now a thouſand worlds, I would give them 
all for one year more, that I might preſent unto 
God one year of ſuch devotion and good works, as 
I never before ſo much as intended, 

You, perhaps, when you conſider that I have liv- 
ed free from ſcandal and debauchery, and in the 
communion of the church, wonder to ſee me fo 
full of remorſe and ſelf condemnation at the approach 
of death. | 

But alas! what a poor thing is it, to have lived 
only free from murder, theft, and adultery, which 
is all that 1 can ſay of myſelf, 

You know, indeed, that I have never been rec- 
koned a ſot; but you are at the ſame time witneſſes, 
and have been frequent companions of my intemper- 
ance, ſenſuality, and great indulgence. And if l 
am now going to a judgment, where nothing will 
be rewarded but good works, I may well be con- 
B cerned 
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cerned, that though I am no ſot, yet I have no 
_ chriſtian ſobriety to plead for me. 

It is true, I have lived in the communion of the 
church, and generally frequented its worſhip and 
ſervice on ſundays, when I was neither too idle, or 
not otherwiſe diſpoſed of by my buſineſs and plea- 
| ſores, But then, my conformity to the public wor- 
ſhip has been rather a thing of courſe, than any real 
intention of doing that, which the ſervice of the 
church ſuppoſes; had it not been fo, I had been oft- 
ner at church, more devout when there, and more 
fearful of ever neglecting it. 

But the thing that now ſurprizes me above all 
wonder, is this; that I never had ſo much as a gene- 
ral intention of living up to the piety of the goſpeL 
This never ſo much as entered into my head, or my 
heart. I never once in my life conſidered, whether 
I was living as the laws of religion direct, or whether 
my way of life was ſuch, as would procure me the 
mercy of God at this hour, 

And can it be thought, that 1 have kept the 
goſpel terms of ſalvation, without ever ſo much as 
intending in any ſerious and deliberate manner either 
to know them, or keep them? Can it be thought, 
that I have pleaſed God with ſuch a life as he requires, 
though I have lived without ever conſidering what 
he requires, or how much I have performed? How 
eaſy a thing would ſalvation be, if it could fall into 
my careleſs hands, who have never had ſo much 
oY thought about it, as about any one com- 

mon bargain that I have made? In 
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In the buſineſs of life I have uſed prudence and 
reflection, I have done every thing by rules and 
methods. I have been glad to converſe with men 
of experience and judgment, to find out the reaſons 
why ſome fail, and others ſucceed in any buſineſs, 
I have taken no ſtep in trade but with great care and 
caution, conſidering every advantage or danger that 
attended it, I have always had my eye upon the 
main end of buſineſs, and have ſtudied all the ways 
and means of being a gainer by all that I undertook. 
But what is the reaſon that I have brought none of 

theſe tempers to religion? What is the reaſon that I, 
who have ſo often talked of the neceſſity of rules and 
methods, and diligence in worldly buſineſs, have all 
this while never once thought of any rules, or me- 
thods, or managements, to carry me on in a life of 
pety ? 
Do you think any thing can aſtoniſh,and confound 
a dying man like this? what pain do you think a2 
man mult feel, when his conſcience lays this folly to 
his charge; when it ſhall ſhew him how regular, ex- 
act, and wiſe he has been in ſmall matters, that are 
paſſed away like a dream, and how ſtupid and ſenſe- 
leſs he has lived, without any reflection, without any 
rules, in things of ſuch eternal moment, as no heart 
can ſufficiently conceive them ! 

Had I only my frailties and immperfe&tions to la- 
ment at this time, I ſhould lie here humbly truſting 
in the mercies of God. But alas! how can I call a 


general diſregard, and a thorough neglect of all re- 
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is here deſcribed; that he ſtood by his bed- 
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ligious improvement, a frailty or imperſection, when 
it was as much in my power to have been exact, 


and careful, ee in 4 courſe of piety, as in 
the buſineſs of my trade? 


I could have called in as many helps, have practi- 


ſed as many rules, and been taught as many certain 


methods of holy living, as of thriving in my ſhop, 
had I but ſo intended and deſired it. 

Oh my friends, a careleſs life, unconcerned and 
unattentive to the duties of religion, is ſo without all 
excuſe, ſo unworthy of the mercy of God, ſuch a 
ſhame to the ſenſe and reaſon of our minds, that I 
can hardly conceive a greater puniſhment, than for 
a man to be thrown into the ſtate that L am | in, to 
reflect upon it 

Penitens was here going on, but had his mouth 
ſtopped by a convulſion, which never ſuffered him 


to ſpeak any more, He lay convulſed about twelve 


A dna ee 
REFLECTIONS. 


| Now if eyery reader would imagine this Penitens 
to have been ſome particular acquaintance or relati- 
tion of his, and fancy that he ſaw and hearg all that 


his poor friend lay in ſuch diſtreſs and agony, lament- 
T ing the folly of his paſt life; it would, in all probabi- 
llt, teach him ſuch wiſdom as never entered into his 
heart before, If to this he ſhould conſider, how of- 
ten he himſelf might have been ſurptized in the ſame 
ſtate 


* 


” * . 
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ſtate of negligence, and made an example to the reſt 
of the world; this double reflection, both upon the 
diſtreſs of his friend, and the goodneſs of that God 
who had preſerved him from it, would in all likeli- 
hood ſoften his heart into holy tempers, and make 


him turn the remainder of his life into a regular 
courſe of piety. 


— FÜ—— 


—— 


— — mnny_— 


V. Character of Julius. 

Julius is very fearful of miſſing prayers; all the 
pariſh ſuppoſes Julius to be ſick, if he is not at 
church. But if you was to aſk him why he ſpends 
the reſt of his time by humour or chance ? why he 
is the companion of the ſillieſt people in their molt 
ſilly pleaſures? why he is ready for every imperti- 
wk entertainment and diverſion? If you was to aſk 
him why there is no amuſement too trifling to pleaſe 
him? why he is buſy at all balls and aſſemblies? why 
he gives himſelf up to an idle goſſiping converſation? 
why he lives in fooliſh friendſhips and fondneſs for 
particular perſons, that neither want nor deſerve any 
particular kindneſs? why he allows himſelf in fooliſh 
hatreds and reſentments againſt particular perſons, 
without conſidering that he is to love every body as 


himſelf? If you aſk him why he never puts his con- 


verſation, his time, and fortune, under the rules of 
religion; Julius has no more to ſay for himſelf, than 


the moſt diſorderly perſon. For the whole tenor of 
B 4 : ſcripture 
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ſcripture lies as directly againſt ſuch a life, as againſt 
debauchery and intemperance : He that lives in ſuch 
a courſe of idleneſs and folly, lives no more accord- 
ing to the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, than he that lives 
in gluttony and intemperance, 

If a man was to tell Julius that there was no occa- 
caſion for ſo much conſtancy at prayers, and that 
he might without any harm to himſelf, neg- 
left the ſervice of the church, as the generality of 
people do, Julius would think ſuch a one to be no 
chriſtian, and that he ought to avoid his company. 
But if a perſon only tells him, he may live as the ge- 
nerality of the world does, that he may enjoy him- 
ſelf as others do, that he may ſpend his time and 
money as people of faſhion do, that he may conform 
to the follies and frailties of the generality, and grati- 
| fy his tempers and paſſions as moſt people do; 
Julius neyer ſuſpects that man to want a chriſtian 
ſpirit, or that he is doing the devil's work. 

And yet if Jullus was to read all the New Teſ- 
tament from the beginning to the end, he would find 
his courſe of life condemned in every page of it, 


—— — — 

VI. Charafter of Flatus. 
FLAT US is rich and in health, yet always un- 
- eaſy, and always ſearching after happineſs. Every 


time you viſit him, you find ſome new project in his 
head, he is eager upon it as ſomething that is more 


worth 
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worth his while, and will do more for him, than any 
thing that is already paſt. Every new thing ſo ſeizes 
him, that if you was to take him from it, he would 
think himſelf quite undone. His ſanguine temper, 
and ſtrong paſſions, promiſe him ſo much happineſs 
in every thing, that he is always cheated, and is ſatiſ- 
fied with nothing. 

At his firſt ſetting out in life, fine cloaths were his 
delight, his enquiry was only after the beſt taylors 
and peruke-makers, and he had no thoughts of excel- 
ling in any thing but dreſs. He ſpared no expence, 
but carried every nicety to its greateſt height. But 
this happineſs not anſwering his expectations, he left 
off his brocades, put on a plain coat, railed at fops 
and beaus, and gave himſelf up to gaming with 

great eagerneſs, 

5 Thi new pleaſure ſatisfied him for ſome time, he 
envied no other way of life, But being by the fate 
of play drawn into a duel, where he narrowly eſcap- 
ed death, he left off the dice, and ſought for happi- 
neſs no longer amongſt the gameſters, 

The next thing that ſeized his wandering imagi- 
nation, was the diverſions of the town; and for more 
than a twelvemonth, you heard him talk of nothing, 
but ladies, drawing-rooms, birth-nights, plays, balls, 
and aſſemblies. But growing ſick of theſe, he had 
-recourſe to hard drinking. Here he had many 2 
merry night, and met with ſtronger joys than any he 
had felc before, Here he had thoughts of ſetting op 
his ſtaff, and looking out no farther; but unluckily 
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falling into a feyer, he grew angry at all ſtrong li. 
quors, and took his leave of the happineis of being 
| Thenextattempt after happineſs, carried him into 
the field; for two or three years nothing was ſo hap- 
py as hunting; he entered upon it with Al his foul, 
and leaped more hedges and ditches than ever had 
been known in ſo ſhort a time, You never ſaw him 
but in a green coat; he was the enyy of all that blow 
the horn, and always ſpoke to his dogs in great pro- 
priety of language, If you met him at home ina 
bad day, you would hear him blow his horn, and be 
entertained with the ſurprizing accidents of the laſt no- 
ble chaſe, No ſooner had Flatus outdone all the world 
in the breed and education of his dogs, built new 
kennels, new ſtables, and bought a new hunting ſeat, 
but he immediately got ſight of another happineſs, 
hated the ſenſeleſs noiſe and hurry of hunting, gave 
away his dogs, and was for ſometime after deep in 
the pleaſures of building, 
Now he invents new kinds of dove-cotes, and has 
ſuch contrivances in his barns and ſtables, as were 
never ſeen before; he wonders at the dulneſs of the 
old builders, is wholly bent upon the improvement 
of architecture, and will hardly hang a door in the 
ordinary way, He tells his friends, that he never 
was ſo delighted in any thing in his life; that he has 
more happineſs amongſt his brick and mortar, than 
ever he had at court; and he is contriving how to 
have tome little matter to do that way as long as he 
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The next year he leaves his houſe unfiniſhed, 
complains to every body of maſons and carpenters, 
and devotes himſelf wholly to the happineſs of riding 
about, After this, you can never ſee him but on 
horſeback, and ſo highly delighted with this new 
way of life, that he would tell you, give him but his 
horſe and a clean country to ride in, and you might 
take all the reſt to yourſelf, A variety of new ſaddles 
and bridles, and a great change of horſes, added 
much to the pleaſures of this new way of life. But, 
however, having, after ſome time, tired both himſelf 
and his horſes, the happieſt thing he could think of 
next, was to go abroad and viſit foreign countries; 
and there indeed happineſs exceeded his imagination, 
and he was only uneaſy that he had begun ſo fine a 
life no ſooner, The next month he returned home, 
unable to bear any longer the impertinence of fo- 
reigners. 

Aſter this, he was a great ſtudent for one whole 
year; he was up early and late at his Italian gram- 
mar, that he might have the happineſs of underſtand- 
ing the opera, whenever he ſhould hear one, and not 
be like thoſe unreaſonable people, that are pleaſed 
with they know not what. 

Flatus is very ill-natured, or otherwiſe, juſt as his 
affairs happen tobe when you viſit him; if you find 
him when ſome project is almoſt wore out, you will 
find a peeviſh ill bred man; but if you had ſeen him 
juſt as he entered upon his riding regimen, or began 
to excel in ſounding of the horn, you had been ſalut- 
ted with great civility, Flur 


26 " Portraits of © 

- Flatus is now at a full ſtand, and is doing what he 
never did in his life before, he is reaſoning and re- 
flecting with himſelf, He looſes ſeveral days, in 
conſidering which of his caſt-off ways of life he 
ſhould try again. | 


But here a new project comes in to his relief. 


He is now living upon herbs, and running about 
the country, to get himſelf into as good wind as any 
running footman in the kingdom. | 


REFLECTIONS, | 
If people were to divide their lives into particular 
ſtages, and aſk themſelves what they were purſuing, 
or what it was which they had chiefly in view, when 
they were twenty years old, what at twenty five, 
what at thirty, what at forty, what at fifty, and ſo on, 
till they where brought to their laſt bed; numbers 
of people will find, that they had liked and diſliked, 
and purſued as many different appearances of happi- 
neſs, as are to be ſeen in the life of Flatus. 

And thus it muſt neceſſarily be, more or leſs, with 
all thoſe who propoſe any other happineſs, than that 

which ariſes from a ſtrict and regular piety. - 
But, ſecondly, let it be granted,that the generality 
of people are not of ſuch reſtleſs, fickle tempers as 
Flatus; the difference then is only this, Flatus is con- 
tinually changing andl trying ſomething new, but o- 
thers are content with ſome one ſtate; they do not 


leave gaming, and then fall to hunting. But they 


have ſo much ſleadineſ; in their tempers, that ſome 
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ſeek after no other happineſs, but that of heaping up 
riches; others grow old in the ſports of the field; o- 
thers are content to drink themſelves to death; with 
out the leaſt enquiry after any other happineſs, 

Now is there any thing more happy or reaſonable, 
in ſuch a life as this, than in the life of Flatus? Is it 
not as great and deſirable, as wiſe and happy, to be 
conſtantly changing from one thing to another, as to 
be nothing elſe but a gatherer of money, a hunter, a 
gameſter, or a drunkard, all your life? 


— — — — — 
VII. Character of Succus, 

Would you know what a happineſs it is, to be 
governed by the wiſdom of religion, and be devoted 
to the joys and hopes of a pious life, look at the poor 
condition of Succus, whoſe greateſt happineſs is a 
good night's reſt in bed, and a good meal when he 
is up. When he talks of happineſs, it is always in 
ſuch expreſſions, as ſhew you, that he has only his 
bed and his dinner in his thoughts. 

This regard to his meals and repoſe, makes Succus 
order all the reſt of his time with relation to them. 
He will undertake no buſineſs that may hurry his 
ſpirits, or break in upon his hours of eating and reſt. 
If he reads, it ſhall only be for half an hour, becauſe 
that is ſufficient to amuſe the ſpirits; and he will read 
ſomething that may make him laugh, as rendering 
the body fitter for its food and reſt. Or if he has at 
any time a mind to indulge a grave thought, he al- 
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ways has recourſe to a uſeſul treatiſe upon the anci- 
ent cookery. Succus is an enemy to all party mat- 
ters, having made it an obſervation, that there is as 
good eating amongſt the Whigs as the Tories, 

He talks cooly and moderately upon all ſubjects, 
and is as fearful of falling into a paſſion, as of catch- 
ing cold; being very poſitive, that they are both 
equally injurious to the ſtomach, If ever you ſee 
him more hot than ordinary, it is upon ſome pro- 


voking occaſion, when the diſpute about cookery | 


runs very high, or in the defence of ſome beloved 
diſh, which has often made him happy. But he has 
been ſo long upon theſe ſubjects, is ſo well acquaint- 
ed with all that can be ſaid on both ſides, and has 
ſo often anſwered all objections, that he generally 
decides the matter with great gravity. 

Succus is very loyal, and as ſoon as ever he likes 
any wine, he drinks the king's health with all his 
heart. Nothing could put rebellious thoughts into 
his head, unleſs he ſhould live to ſee a proclamation 
againſt eating of pheaſants eggs. | 

All the hours that are not devoted either to repoſe, 
or nouriſhment, are looked upon by Succus as waſte 
or ſpare time. For this reaſon he lodges near a 
coffee-houſe and a tavern, that when he riſes in the 
morning he may be near the news, and when he 
parts at night, he may not have far to bed. In the 
morning you always fee him in the ſame place in the 
coffee-room, and if he ſeems more attentively en- 
gaged than ordinary, it is becauſe ſome . 
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broke out of newgate, or ſome lady was robbed laſt 
night, but they cannot tell where. When he has 
learnt all that he can, he goes home to ſettle the 
matter with the barber's boy, that comes to ſhave 
him. 

The next waſte time that lies upon his hands, is 
from dinner to ſupper. And if melancholy thoughts 
ever come into his head, it is at this time, when he . 
is often left to himſelf for an hour or more, and that 
after the greateſt pleaſure he knows is juſt over. He 
is afraid to ſleep, becauſe he has heard it is not health- 
ful at that time, ſo that he is forced to refuſe ſo wel- 
come a gueſt. 

But here he is ſoon relieved by a ſettled method of 
playing at cards, till it is time to think of ſome little 
nice matter for ſupper. 

After this, Succus-takes-his-glaſs, talks of the ex- 
cellency of the Engliſh conſtitution, and praiſes that 
miniſter the "moſt, who keeps the beſt table. 

On a ſunday night you may ſometimes hear him 
condemning the iniquity of the town rakes; and the 
bittereſt thing that he ſays againſt them, is this, that 
he verily believes, ſome of them are ſo abandoned as 
not to have a regular meal, or a ſound night's ſleep 
in a week. 

At eleven Suctus bids all good night, and parts in 
great friendſhip. He is preſently in bed, and ſleeps 
till it is time to go to the coffee · houſe next morning. 

If you was to live with Suceus for a twelve: month, 
this is all chat you would ſee in his life, except a few 
curſes and oaths that he uſes as occaſion offtrs, 
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REFLECTIONS, 


Who can help bleſſing God for the means of grace, 


and for the hope of glory, when he ſees what variety 


of folly they ſink into, who live without it? Who 
would not heartily engage in all the labours and 
exerciſes of a pious life, be ſtedfaſt, immovable, and 
always abounding in the work of the Lord; when he 
ſces what dull ſenſuality, what poor views, what groſs 
enjoyments they are left to, who ſeek for happineſs 
in other ways? 

So that whether we conſider the greatneſs of reli- 
gion, or the littleneſs of all other things, and the 
meanneſs of all other enjoyments, there 1s nothing to 
be found. in the whole nature of things for a thought- 


. ful mind to reſt upon, but a happineſs in a, hopes 


of religion. 
„ 
VIII. Character of Fulvius. 


FULVIUS has had a learned education, and 
taken his degrees in the univerſity, he came from 
thence, that he might be free from any rules of life. 
He takes no employment upon him, nor enters into 
any buſineſs, becauſe he thinks that every employ- 
ment or buſineſs, calls people to the careful perfor- 
mance and juſt diſcharge of its ſeveral duties. When 
he is grave, he will tell you, that he did not enter 
into holy orders, becauſe he looked upon it to be a 


ſtate that requires great holineſs of life, and that it 


does not ſuit his temper to be ſo good. He will tell 
you 
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you that he never intends to marry, becauſe he can- 


not oblige himſelf to that regularity of life, and 
good behaviour, which he takes to be the duty of 
thoſe that are at the head of a family. He refuſed to 
be godfather to his nephew, becauſe he will have no 
truſt of any kind to anſwer for. 

Fulvius thinks that he is conſcientious ine con- 
duct, and is therefore content with the moſt idle, im- 
pertinent, and careleſs life. 

He has no religion, no devotion, no pretences to 
piety. He lives by no rules, and thinks all is very 
well, becauſe he is neither a prieſt, nor a father, not 
a guardian, nor has any employment or family to 
look after. 

But, Fulvius, you are a rational creature, and as 
ſuch are as much obliged to live according to reaſon 
and order, as a prieſt is obliged to attend at the altar, 
or a guardian to be faithful to his truſt; if you live 
contrary to reaſon, you do not commit a ſmall crime, 
you do not break a ſmall truſt; but you break the 
law of your nature, you rebel againſt God who 
gave you that nature, and put yourſelf amongſt thoſe 
whom the God of reaſon and order will puniſh as 
apoſtates and deſerters. 

Though you have no employment, yet as you 
are baptized into the profeſſion of Chriſt's religion, 
you are as much obliged to live according to the ho- 
lineſs of the chriſtian ſpirit, and perform all the pro- 
miſes made at your baptiſm, as any man 1s obliged 
to be honeſt and faithful in his calling. If you abuſe 
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this great calling, you are not ſalſe in a ſmall matter, 
but you abuſe the precious blood of Chriſt; you 
crucify the Son of God afreſh; you neglect the high- 
eſt inſtances of divine goodneſs; you diſgrace the 
church of God; you blemiſh the body of Chrift 
you abuſe the means of grace, and the promiſes of 
glory ; and it will be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 


REFLECTIONS, 

It is greatfolly, for any one to think himſelf at li- 
berty to live as he pleaſes, becauſe he is not in ſuch 
a @ ſtate of life as ſome others are: for if there is any 
thing dreadful in the abuſe of any truſt; if there is 
any thing to be feared for the neglect of any calling, 
there is nothing more to be feared than the wrong 
uſe of our reaſon, nor any thing more to be dreaded, 
than the ne glect of our chriſtian calling; which is 
nat to ſerve the little uſes of a ſhort life, but to re- 
deem ſouls unto God, to fill heaven with ſaints, and 
finiſh a kingdom of eternal glory unto God, 

No man therefore mult think himſelf excuſed from 
theexattneſs of piety and morality, becauſe he has 
choſen to be idle, and independent in the world ; for 
the neceſſities of a reaſonable and a holy life, are 
not ſounded in the ſeveral conditions and employ- 
ments of this life, but in the immutable nature of 
God, and the nature of man. A man is not to be 
reaſonable and holy, becauſe he is a prieſt, or a fa- 
ther of a family; but he is to be a pious prieſt, and a 
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good father, becauſe piety and godrefs are the, 
laws of human nature. Could any man pleaſe. God, 
without living according to reaſon and order, there 
would be nothing diſpleaſing to God in an idle 


| prieſt, or a reprobate father, He therefore; that 


abuſes his reaſon, is like him that abuſes the prieſt- 
hood; and he that neglects the holineſs of the clrriſ- 


IX Chara of oel. Th 
oc is a Jearned, n 


1774 


verſed in moſt of literature, and no ſtranger to 
any kingdom 1 3h The other day, being 
Juſt recovered from a lingering fever, he took pot 


him to talk thus to his friends: 
44 ; fas be, in almgit n des 22 
's fee u many marks of age and dea I. ber 


Ile nes but! plaiply feel myſelf facing away faſt 


Finke pad. cya 1 fully believe, 


t one year more will conclude my, reckoning. |// 
The attention of his SO Te ts raiſed by 


year longer to. 7555 when O8gvius. proceeded in 
this mander: For theſe reaſons, ſays he, my friends, 
1 have left of all rayerns, che vine of ahoſe- places in 
not good enough for me A+: 
.6 1 
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I mult now be nice in what ] drink; I cannot pre- 
tend to do, as Thave done; and therefore am reſoly-" 


ed to furniſh my own cellar with a little of the ery, 


beſt; though ir coſt me ever ſo much. 
I muſt alſo tell you, my friends, that age forces A 
man to be wiſe in many other reſpedts, and 7 


20} D30% 


us change many of our opinioiis and practices. | 
You know how much I have liked a large | 

quaintance ; I now condemn t as an error. Three 

or four cheerful, diverting companions, is all that 1 N 


r 


am not ſo A to myſelf, . | 

A few days after Oetavius | had made this declara- 
tion to his:friends;"ke relapſed irito his former illneſs, 
was committed th a nurſe, who cloſed his eyes be- 


n wer, - cime in. | 
. * Py i 12 1 66 $5 8 i II. 
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Voung Enytnius, who was ith at this di. 
courſe, went home a new man, with full reſolutions 
of devitting himſelf wholly unto God, 

I nevet, fays Ege, wü To deeply affe fied 
with the wiſdom ant importance of religion, as when 
I faw how pobrly and meanly the learned Ofav avins. 


6 1120 


was ta leave the world; drought the want of it. PIG 


© How often had" 1 envied his great Tearning 155 
nan in langtages, his know of adi i pn his 
addreſs; and fine rhranner of expreſſing 
A fubjectꝭ ! But wheh I law 7500 hafen | 
Uu n 16 verb et! | 
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ed, what was to be the laſt year of ſuch a life, and 
how fooliſhly the maſter of all theſe accompliſh- 
ments was then forced to talk, for want of being ac- 
quainted with the joys and expectations of piety; 1 
be envied or deſired, but a life of true piety; nor 
e 
out it. 'f fi | 
151 
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\CLASSICUS is a man of ruhig and well 
verſed in all the beſt authors of antiquity. He has 
read them ſo much, that he has entered into their 
ſpirit, and can very ingeniouſly imitate the manner 


of any of them. All cheir thoughts are his thoughts, 
and he can expreſs himſelf in their language. He is 
ſo great a friend to this improvement of the mind, 
that if he lights of a young ſcholar, he never fails to 
adviſe him concerning his ſtud ies. 

Claſſicus tells his young man, he muſt not think 
that he has done enough, when he has only learnt 
languages; but that he muſt be daily converſant 
catch their ſpirit by living with them, and thar there 
is no other way of becoming like them, or of mak- 
ing himſelf a man of taſte and judgment no ror 
How! wiſe might Glafſicus have been, and how 
. might he have done in the world, if he 

5 _ had 


36 Vorindiis of 
had but thought = juſtly of devotion as dex of 


learning, 

He Ace, ned a any e 51 
fenfirve about devotion, becauſe he never thinks, or 

talks about it. It 3 enten but 

neglect ancl diſregard. 

The two ee * Welle un 
as a place amongſt his books, but that they are both 
to be had in greek. 
gard for the holy ſcriptures, when he tells you, that 
he has no other books ef plery beſides them. 

It is very well, Claficus, that you prefer the bible 
_ other books of piety: he has no e ER 
that is not thus far of your Opinion. trait 
But if yon will have no other book of piety, be- 
ſides the bible, becauſe it is e beſt; how comes 
it, Qa ſſicus, that you do not content yourſelf with one 
of the beſt books amongſt the Greeks and Romans ? 
Ho comes it that you are ſo greedy and eager after 
all of them? How comes it chat you think the 
knowledge of ane is a neceſſary help to the know- 
led of the other? How comes it that you are {6 
enrneſt, ſo laborious, ſo expeniive of your time and 
money 1 e ee 

ancient e 2 / 
5 rern 6 
tors upon Cicrra, Horate, and Homer, and not one 
upon the goſpel How comes it that your love iof 
W you love to read an au- 


thor 
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the goſpel gives you no deſire, / nay, prevents your 
re 
goſpol ? 75 

——— aduguinl 8 young ſchala, 
he muſt not eontent hinafelf with barely underſtand- 
ing his authors, but muſt be continually reading them 
all, as the only means of entering into their ſpirit, 
and forming his own judgment according to them? 

Why then muſt the bible lie alone in your ſtudy? 
Is not the ſpirit of the ſaints, the piety of the holy 
followers of Jeſus Chriſt, as good and neceſſary 2 
means of entering into the ſpirit and taſte of the goſ- 
pel, as Gre Reg into 
the ſpirit of antiquity} ? 

Is the ſpirit of poetry only to be get by much 
reading of paets and orators? And is not the fpirit 
of devotion to be got in the fame way, by frequent 
reading the holy thoughts, and pious ſtrains of de- 
vout men? 

Is your young poet eie aneh ben. that 
may give new wings to his fancy, or direct his ima- 
gination ? And is it not as reaſonable for him, wha 
deſires to improve in the divine life, that is, in the 
love of heavenly things, to ſearch after every ſtrain 
of devotion, that may a neee 6s 
holy ardour of his ſoul? 

Do you adviſe your orator to * the beſt 
orations, to commit much of them to the memory, 
to be nnn *. 

C 3 ner 
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ner, that habits of thinking and ſpeaking juſtly may 
be formed in his mind ? And is there not the ſame 
benefit and advantage to be made by books of devo- 
tion? Should not a man uſe them in the ſame way, 
that habits of devotion, and aſpiring to God in holy 
thoughts, may be well formed in his ſoul? 

No the reaſon why Claſſicus does not think and 
judge thus reaſonably of devotion, is owing to his 
never thinking of it in any other manner, than as the 
repeating a form of words. It never in his life en- 
tered into his head, to think of devotion as a ſtate of 
the heart, as an improveable talent of the mind, as a 
temper that is to grow and increaſe like our reaſon 
and judgment, and to be formed in us by ſuch a re- 
gular diligent uſe of proper means, as are neceſſary 

to form any other wiſe habit of min. 

And it is for want of this, that he has been content 
all his life with the bare letter of prayer, and eagerly 
bent upon entering into the ſpirit of heathen poets 
and orators. 3201 

And it is much to be lamented, that numbers of 
ſcholars are more or leſs chargeable with this exceſ- 
ſive folly ; ſo negligent of improving their devotion, 
and fo deſirous of other poor accompliſhments, as if 
they thought it a nobler talent, to be able to write 
an epigram in the turn of Martial, than to live, and 
think, and pray to God, in the ſpirit of St. Auſtin. 

And yet, to correct this temper, and fill a man 
with a quite contrary ſpirit, there ſeems to be no 
more required, than the bare belief of the truth of 
chriſtianity, And 
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And if you was to aſk Claſſcus, or any man of 
buſineſs or learning, whether piety is not the higheſt 
perfection of man, or devotion the attain- 
merit in the world, they muſt both be forced to an- 
ſwer in the affirmative, or elfe give up the truth of 
the goſpel. lh 
5 For to ſet any accompliſnment <gdinft devotion, 
or to think any thing, or all things in the world, 
bears any proportlon to its excellency; is the ſame 
abſurdity in a chriſtian, as it would be in a — 
pher to prefer a meal's meat, to me Nr 
minen in knowledge. 

For as philoſophy profeſſes purely the ſearch and 
enquiry after knowledge; ' ſo chriſtianity ſuppoſes, 
intends, deſires, and aims at nothing elſe, but the 
raiſing fallen man to a divine life, to ſuch habits of 
holineſs, ſuch degrees of devotion, as may fit him to 
enter amongſt the * inhabitants of the * 
of heaven. 

He that does not believe this of chriſtianity, may 
be reckoned an infidel; and he that believes thus 
much, has faith enough to give him a Tight judg- 
ment of the value of things, to ſupport him ina 
ſound mind, and enable him to conquer all the 
temptations which the world ſhall lay in his way. 
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ever we meet with it. There is n poſſibiliey of de- 
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cc N e 
fine parts, Ie is fopd of dreſs, curious in the ſmall· 
eſt mauer that can add any ornament to his perſan- 
He is haughty and imperious to all his inferiars, is 
very full of every thing that he ſays or does, and 
never, imagines it podible for ſuch a judgment as bis 
to be miſtaken, He can bear na contradiction, and 
diſcovers the weakneſs of his underſtanding, as 
ſoon as ever yau oppoſe him, He changes every 
thing in his houſe, his habit, and his equipage, as 
often. as any thing mare elegant comes in his way. 
Cacus would hays. beep very religious, but dat be 
always thought he was ſo, | 

There is nathing ſa adjons tg Cecus as a proud 
man; and the mis fortune is chat in this he is ſa very 
quick-ſighted, that he diſcovers in almoſt every 
body ſome ſtrokes of vanity. 

On che oaber land, he h exceedingly fond of hum- 
Þle agd mackſt perlaps, Humility, ſays he, is fo 
amiable a; quality, that it faces dur eſteem wherer 


ſpiſing the meaneſt perſon that has it, or of eſteam- 
ing the greateſt, man that wans it. 12 

Cæcus no more ſuſpects himſelf to be proud, than 
he ſuſpects his want of ſenſe. And the reaſon of it 
is, becauſe he always finds himſelf fo in love with 
humility, and fo inraged at pride, 


It 


. 


e 


It 
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It is very true, Coy. you peak fincerely when 
you ſay you love humility, and abhor pride. You 


are no hypocrite,” you - ſpeak the trus feritiments of 
your mind; but then take this along wih you, 


Cwexs, that you only love humility, and hate pride, 


in other people. Tou never once in your life 


thought of any other kumility, or of any other pride, 
than that which a 


1+ 
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T 6 caſe of Cæcus, is a common eaſe; many peo- 
ple live in all the inſtanees of pride, and indulge 
every vanity that can enter into their minds, and 
yet never ſuſpect themſelves to be governed by pride 
and vanity, beeauſe they know how much they dif- 
like proud people, and how mightily they are pleaſ-— 
ed with. r —— OY PR 
them. 

All their fpeeches in fivour'e! horinltty/ and an 
chair railings againſt pride, are looked upon as fo 
men CRC EY bygone 

Whereis in truth, eee mend bee pro- 
. N 1 
arguments of the want of it, 

For the foller of pride any one is hirnſelf, the 
more impatient will he be at the ſmalleſt inſtances 
of it in other people. And the lefs humility any one 
has in his own mind, the more will he demand, and 
be delighted with it in other people. 
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 COGNATUS is a ſober, regular clergyman, of 


good repute in the world, and / well eſteemed in his 


pariſn. All his pariſhioners ſay he is an honeſt man, 
and very notable at making a bargain. The farmers 


liſten to him with great attention, when he-talks of 


% 
1 38665 115.113 


the propereſt time of ſelling corn. 
He has been for twenty years a diligent obſerver 


of markets, i i AN FEY pg 


good management. . 10 318952 
 Cognatus is very * and full enn for 


our Tai inn and in hen norgurayers on 


wedneſdays and ſridays, it is becauſe his predecefior 

As he cannot ſerve both his livings himſelf, ſo he 
makes it a matter of conſcience; to keep a ſober, cu- 
rate upon one of them, whom he hires to take care 
— GEIERUAY Cups 4 
fober man-can be procured. 

 Cognatus has, been very — albhis time; 
but ſtill he has had the uneafineſs and vexations;i that 
they have, who are deep in worldly buſineſs, Taxes, 
loſſes, craſſes, bad mortgages, bad tenants, and the 
hardneſs of the times, ate frequent ſubjects, of. his 
converfation : nds ge re bed bal bus «great 
effect upon his ſpirits. e l 10 Ini 51011 
Re Cognatus -has no other end i in growing * but 


that he may oye a nes ſortune to a niece, 


144 2 ll ith 29 
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whom he has pohtely educated in expenſive" finery, 
by what he has ſaved out of the tithes of two livings, 


The neighbours look upon Copnatus ag an happy = 


clergyman, b (as they el le) n 


dicate their own ſons to the church, becauſe they ſee 


how ons br ery we On = 2 
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Now if egen, when he firſt entered into holy 
orders, had perceived how abſurd à thing it is to 
gw rich by the goſpel; if he had propoſed to him- 
ſ if che example of ſome primitive father; if he had 


had the piety of the great St. Auſtin in his eye, who 
diſt not enrich any of his relations out of the reve- 


nue of the church; if, inſtead of twenty years care 
to hy up treaſures upon earth, he had diſtributed the 
income of every year in the moſt mie acts of 
charity and compaſſion: Ae 

If, inſtead of tempting his niece to be b erde and 
providing her with ſuch ornaments, as the apoſtle 
forbids, he had cloathed, comforted, and aſſiſted 
numbers of widows, orphans, and diſtreſſed, who 

prere all to appear for him at the laſt day: 


If, inſtead of the cares and/anxieties of bad bonds, 


troubleſome mortgages, and'ill-bargins, he had had 
the conſtant comfort of knowing, that his treaſure 


was ſecurely laid up, where neither moth/ corrupteth = 


nor thieves break through and ſteal; "could it with 


* ny 


| 
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8 thas ha had wiſtaken the- ſpiit 
and dignity of his order, or leſſened any of that hap- 
pineſs, wh 6.00 nnen. 
Mens! 
A vindnd, of repicing in the nies of 
ane had thoughts it, as. unbecaming the 
office of kg e rhyme Ganga 
things, as to open a ſhop: | 

If he had thought it better to a—— Pow: 
honeſt labour to his nicce, than to ſupport her in 
Adlleneſe by the labours of a curate; better that ſhe 
ſnould want fine claaths, and a rich huſband, than 
that cures of ſouls ſhould be farmed about, and bro- 
ther clorgymen not ſuffered to live by thoſe altary at 


which they ſerve, If this had been the ſpirit of 


Coguatus, could it with any reaſon be ſaid, that theſe 
rules of religion, this ſtritneſs of piety, had rabbed 


Cogualus of any reel happineſs? Could it be ſaid, hat 


o liſe thus gayerned by the ſpirit of the gaſpel, muſt 
be dull and melancholy,if compared to that of railing 
& ſortune far a niece ? 


vn cherano: of Sufurrus. 


SUSURRUS i is a pious, temperate, good man, 
remarkable far abundance of excellent qualities ; no 


ond more conſtant. at the ſervice of the church, ar 


whoſe- heart is more affected with it; his charity is 
ſo great, that he 'almaſt ſtarves himſelſ, to be able te 
gve greater alms to the poor. Yet 


a 3 > 
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Vet Sigurrus amin _y with 
theſe great vutues. 19% 299 
He had a minhtyinclinatidn 8 duſcover 
all the defects and anfirmities'of all about him. Tou 
was We to tell him any thing of ay body, pro · 
vided that you did not du i in the ſlile of un n. 
guage was rough and paſſionate. If you would but 
whifper any thing gentiy, 'tho' it was ever fo bad in 
itſrii, Sggſurrus was ready tb receive i. 

| When he viſits, you generally hear kim velating 
how Jorry he is for the defects and failngs of fuck u 
neighbour. He i always letting vn know how 
tender he is of the reputation of his neighbour how 
loath to ſay chat w hioh ht is forocd to ſay; and how 
gladi he wo ald conctal it, if it could be-concealed. 

Suſurrus had ſuch a tender, oompaſſionate man- 
ner of relating things the moſt prjudicial to his nexwh- 
bour, that he even ſeemed, both to imſcif and o- 
thers, to he exerciſing a chriſtian dati, ut the fame 
time that he was nm anur 
ing temper. 

8 ifaw: — 
great ſecreoy, ſomething tov bad to be puke f 
publicly. He ended wich faying,” how (glad dre 
was, that it had not yet cob wind, and that fre 1 
ſome hopes it might not be true, tho' the fuſpict«! 
eee e. 1 Fm aus 
reply. $91.8 e201 21109 ln, et vi 
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Lou ſay, Suſurrus, that you are glad it has not 
yet taken wind; and that you have ſome hopes it 
may not prove true. Go home therefore to your 
cloſit, and pray to God for this man, in ſuch a man- 
ner, and with Ae ene 
for yourſelf on the like occaſion. 

Beſcech God to interpoſe in his! bene to lave 
him from falſe accuſers, and bring all thoſe to 
ſhame} who by uncharicable whiſpers, and ſecret ſto- 
ries, wound him, like thoſe that ſtab in the dark. 
And when you have made this / prayer then you 
may, if you pleaſe, go tell the fame ſecret to ſome 
other friend, that you have told me. 5 
Siſurrus was exceedingly affected with this re- 
buke, and felt the force of it upon his conſcience, in 
as lively a manner, as if he —— ks open 
ed at the day of judgment. 

All other arguments raight hai bein reſiſted ; 
but it was (impoſſible for Suſurrus either to reject, 
or to follow this advice, without being N _ 
condemned in the higheſt degree. il. 

From that time to this, he has conflumin; used 
himſelf to this method of interceſſion; and his heart 
n ſo entirely changed by it, that he can now no 
more privately whiſper any thing to the prejudice of 
another, 585 g eg . e e 
ple hurt. 6 
Wippra en eee eee 
like oaths and curſes; and he has appointed one day 
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in the week, to be a day of penance. as long as he 
lives, to — himſelf before God, in the forrow-, 
ful confeſtion bf his former guile. 
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It may well be wondered, how.a man — ſo much 
piety as Suſurrus, could be ſo long deceived in him 
ſelf, as to live in ſuch a ſtate of ſcandal and evil- 
ſpeaking, without ſuſpecting himſelf to be guilty of 
it. But it was the tenderneſs and ſeeming compaſ- 
ion with which he heard and related ger things 
that deceived both himſelf and others. 

This was a falſeneſs of heart, which was only. to 
be fully « diſcovered, by the true charity of — 
And if people of virtue, who think as little harm 
of themſelyes a as  Sufurrus. did, were often to try their 
ſpirit by ſuch an interceſſion, they would often find 
e to be Ld as Hex leaſt of all fuſpected. 
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OURANIUS 7s a holy prieſt, full ol. the ſpirit 
of the goſpel, watching, labouring, and praying for 
a poor country village, Every ſoul in it, is as dear to 
him, as himſelf; and he loves them all, as he 2 
himſelf; becauſe he prays for them all, as ben ag he 
prays for himſelf. | 

If his whole life is one continued exerciſe of gene 
zeal and labour, e ith gp eget 
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of care will uatehfilneſi it is becaulf he has learned 
the great value of ſouls, by fo often appearing be- 
fore God, as an interceſſor for them. 

He never thinks he can love, or do enough for 
his flock ; becauſe he never conſiders them in any o- 
ther view, than as ſo many perſons, that by receiv- 
ing the 12 and gracts of God, are to become {ol 
hope, his joy, and his crown of rejuicing. 

He goes about his parlth, and vilits every body 
in it; but viſits in the ſame ſpirit of piery that he 
preaches to them; he v viſits them to encourage their 
virtues, to aſſiſt them with Mid Advice and counſel, 
to diſcover their manner of life, and to know the ſtate 
of their ſoul, that he may intercede with God "for 
cherh, according to their particular neceſſities.” ** 

When Ouranius firſt entered into holy orders, he 
had'a hai ghtinefs in his temper, a great contem mpt 
and Aeg for all fookth and” "Unreaſonable peo- 
ple; but he has prayed away this ſpirit, and has now 
the greateſt tenderneſs for the moſt obſtinate ſinners; 
becauſe he is always) hoping, that God will ſooner 
or later hear thoſe ' prayers that he _— for their 
repenediite. ut Fein wo sf OMA NATO 

The rudenett, in -natiins; pers behivicur of 
any of hiſs flock, uſed at wy) to betray hin into im. 
patience; but it How raiſes no other paſſion in him 
chan a'defire of being upon his koccs i in prayer ie to 


God for them. 
Thus have'his prayers ; for others, op VER 
mended che fate of His own held. 
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It would ſtrangely delight you to. ſee with what 
ſpirit he converſes, with what tenderneſs; he re- 
proves, with what affection he exhorts, and with ' 
what vigour he preaches; and it is all owing to 
this, becauſe he reproves, exhorts, and preaches to 
thoſe, for whom he firſt prays to God. 

This devotion ſoftens his heart, enlightens his 
mind, ſweetens his temper, and makes every thing 
that comes from him, inſtructive, uns, and af- 
ſecting. 

At his firſt comien to his little 1 it was 2s 
diſagreeable to him as a priſon, and every day 
ſeemed too tedious to be endured in fo retired a 
place. He thought his pariſh was too full of poor 
and mean people, that were none of them fit for 
the converſation of a gentleman. _ 

This put him upon a cloſe application to his 
ſtudies. He kept much at homie, wit notes up- 
on Homer and Plautus, and ſometimes thought it 
hard to be called to pray by any poor body, when 
he was juſt in the midſt of one of Homer's battles. 

This was his polite, or I may rather fay, poor, 
ignorant turn of mind, before devotion had got the 
government of his heart. 

But now his Jars ara f e el dens dess 
or his pariſh too great a retirement, that he on- 
ly wants more time to do that variety of good 
which his ſoul thirſts after. The ſolitude of his lit- 
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tle pri is become matter of great eomſort to him, 
becauſe he hopes that God has placed him and his 
fock there, to make it their Way to heaven. 

"is can now not only converſe with, but gladly 
attend and wait upon, the pooreſt. kind of people. 
He is now daily watching over the weak and infirm, 
humbling himſelf to perverſe, rude, ignorant peo- 
ple where-ever he can find them; and is fo far from 
defiring to be confidered as a gentleman, that he 
deſires to be uſed as the ſervant of all; and in the 
ſpirit of his Lord and Maſter girds himſelf, and 
is glad to kneel down and waſh any of their feet. 

He now thinks the poorelt « creature in his pariſh 
good enough, and great enough, to deſerve the 
humbleſt attendances, the kindeſt friendſhips, the 
tendereſt offices he can poſſibly ſhew them. 


He is ſo far now from wanting agrecable com- 
pany, that he thinks there is no better converſa- 
tion in the world, than to be talking with poor and 
mean people about the kingdom of heaven. 

All theſe noble thoughts and divine ſentiments 
are the effects of his great devotion; he preſents 
every one ſo often before God in his prayers, that 
he never thinks he can eſteem, reverence, or ferve 
thoſe enough, ee a 6 
cies n 


Ouranius 
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Ouranius is mightily affected with this paſſage of 
holy ſcripture, The effettual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much. Jam. v. 16. 

This makes him practiſe all the arts of holy liv- 
ing, and aſpire after every inſtance of piety and 


righteouſneſs, that his prayers for his flock may have 


their full force, and avail much with God. 

For this reaſon he has ſold a ſmall eſtate that he 
had, and has erected a charitable retirement for 
ancient, poor people to live in prayer and piety, 
that his prayers being aſſiſted by ſuch good works 
may pierce the clouds, and bring down bleſſings 
upon thoſe ſouls committed to his Gare: 


Ouranius reads how God himſelf ſaid unto 


Abimelech concerning Abraham: He is a prophet ; 
he ſhall pray for thee, and thou ſhalt live. Gen.xx.7. 

And again, how he ſaid of Job: And my ſervant 
Job fhall pray for you; for him I will accept. Job. 
0 | 

From theſe paſſages Ouranius juſtly concludes, 
that the prayers of men eminent for holineſs of life, 
have an extraordinary power with God; that he 
grants to other people ſuch pardons, reliefs and 


bleſſings, thro' their prayers, as would not be 


granted to men of leſs , piety and perfection. This 
makes Ouranius exceedingly ſtudious , of chriſtian 
perfection, ſearching after every grace and holy 
temper, purifying his heart all manner of ways, 
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fearful of every error and deſect in his life, leſt his 
prayers for his flock ſhould be leſs availing with 


God, thro” his own defects in holineſs. 


This makes him careful of every temper of his 
heart, give alms of all that he hath, watch, and faſt, 


and mortify, and live according to the ſtrifteſt rules 


of temperance, meekneſs, and humility, that he may 
be in ſome degree like an Abraham, or a Job, in his 
pariſh, and make ſuch prayers for them, as God will 
hear and accept. | 
Theſe are the happy effects, which a devout in- 
terceſſion hath produced in the life of Ouranius. 


— —M— 
AV. Cbaracter of Paternus. 


PATERNUS lived about two hundred years 
ago; he had but one ſon, whom he educated himſelf 
in his own houſe. As they were ſitting together in 
the garden, when the child was ten years old, 
Paternus thus began to him. 

The little time that you have been in the world, 
my child, you have ſpent wholly with me; and my 
love and tenderneſs to you, has made you look upon 
me as your only friend and benefactor, and the 
cauſe of all the comfort and pleaſure that you enjoy: 
your heart, I know, would be ready to break with 
grief, if you thought this was the laſt day that 1 
ſhould live with you. But 
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But, my child, tho* you now think yourſelf migh- 
ty happy, becauſe you have hold of my. hand, you 
are now in the hands, and under the tender care of 
a much greater father and friend than I am, whoſe 
love to you is far greater than mine, and from 
whom you receive ſuch bleſſings as no mortal can 
give, | 
That God whom you have * me an wor- 
ſhip; whom I daily call upon to bleſs both you and 
me, and all, mankind; whoſe wondrous acts are re- 
corded in thoſe ſcriptures which you conſtantly read: 
that God who created the heavens and the earth; 


- who brought a flood upon the old world; who ſaved 


Noah in the ark; who was the God of Abraham, 
Iſaac, and' Jacob; whom Job bleſſed and praiſed in 
the greateſt afflictions; who delivered the Iſraelites 
out of the hands of the Egyptians; who was the 
protector of righteous Joſeph, Moſes, Joſhua, and 
holy Daniel; who ſent ſo many prophets into the 
world; who lent hisSon Jeſus Chriſt to redeem man- 
kind: this God, who has done- all theſe great 
things, who has created ſo many millions of men, 
who lived and died before you was born, with 
whom the ſpirits of good men that are departed this 
life, now live, whom infinite numbers of angels. 
now worſhip in heaven; this great God who is the 
creator of worlds, of angels, and men, is your loving 
father and friend, your good creator and nouriſher, 
e from 


py Perivains of 
from whom, und not from me, you received your 
being ten years ago, at the time that I Planted bans 
1 which you there ſee. 

I myſelf am not half the age of this ſhady oak, 
under which-we fit; many of our fathers have fat 
under its boughs, we have all of us called it ours in 
our turn, though it ſtands, and drops 1 its maſters; 1. 
it drops ĩts leaves. 

You ſee, my ſon, this wide and large firmament 
over our heads, where the ſun and moon, and all the 
ſtars, appear in their turns. If you was to be car- 
ried up to any of cheſe bodies at this vaſt diſtance 
from us, you would th diſcover others as much 
above you, as the ſtars that you ſee here are above 
the earth. Were you to go up or down, eaft or 
welt, north or ſouth, you would find the fame 
height wichout any top, and the ſame Gp without 

any bottom. : 

And yet, my child, lo greats God, that all theſe 
bodies added together are but as a grain of ſand in 
his ſight. And yet you are as much the care of this 
great God and Father of all worlds, and all ſpirits, 
as if he had no fon but you, or there were no creature 
for him to love and protect but you alone, He 
numbers the hairs ef your head, watches over you 
ſleeping and waking, and has preſerved you from 
a thouſand dangers, which neither r you nor I know 
any thing of, 


How 


ar 


E RY | & 


Huan, Chargers. " 


How. pogr may power is, and how little I am able 
io da for you, you have aſten ſeen. Your late ſick- 
nels has ſnewn you how little I cquld do for you in 
chat ſtate; and the frequent pains in your head are 
plain proofs, that I have no power to remaye them. 

can bring you ſood and medicines, but have no 
power to turn them into your relief and nouriſh- 
ment; it is God alone that can do this for you. 

Therefore, my child, fear, and worſhip, and love 
God. Your eyes indeed cannot yet fee him, but 
every thing you ſee, are ſo many marks of his 
power and preſence, and he is nearer to you, than 
any thing that you can fee. 

Take him for your lord, and father, and friend, 
look up unto him as the fountain and cauſe of all 
the good that you have received through my hands, 
and reverence me only as the bearer and miniſter of 
God's good things unto you, And he that bleſſed 
my father before ] was born, will bleſs you when I 
am dead. 

Your youth and little mind is ; only yet acquaint- 
ed with my family, and therefore you think there is 
vo bappinels out of it. 

But, my child, you belong to a greater family 
than mine; you are a younger member of, the fa- 
mily of this Almighty Father of all nations, who has 
created infinite orders of angels, and numberleſs ge- 
nerations of men, to be fellow- members of one and 
the ſame ſociety in heaven. vou 


Lou do well to reverence and obey my authority, 
becauſe God has given me power over you, to bring 
you up in his fear, and to do for you, as the holy fa- 
thers, recorded in ſcripture, did for een 
who are now in reſt and peace with God. 

Il ſhall in a ſnort time die, ee ebe God, 

and yourſelf; and if God forgiveth my fins, I ſhall 
go to his Son Jeſus Chriſt; and live among patri- 
archs and prophets, ſaints and martyrs, where I 
hall pray for you, and _ oe PEE fafe arrival at 
the ſame place. 

Therefore, my child, meditate on | theſe- great 
things, and your ſoul will ſoon grow =” and _—_— 
by ſo meditating upon them.” 

Let your thoughts often leave theſe gatdens, theſe 
fields and farms, to contemplate on God and heaven, 
to conſider upon angels, and cy (pines . gray 
living in light and glory. $i 

As you have been uſed to look to me in all your 
actions, and have been afraid to do any thing, unleſs 
you firſt knew my will; fo let it now be a rule of 
your life, to look up to God in all your actions, to 
do every thing in his fear, and to abſtain wander 
thing that is not according to his will. 

Bear him always in your mind, teach your thoughts 
to reverence him in every place, for there i is no yore | 
where he is not. 


God 
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before you, or be turned away amongſt wicked 
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God keepeth a book of life, wherein all the acti- 


ons of all men are written; your name is there, my 


child, and when you die, this book will be laid 
open before men and angels, and according as your 
actions are there found, you will either be received 
to the happineſs of thoſe holy men who have died 


ſpirits, that are never to ſee God any more. 

Never forget this book, my ſon, for it is written, 
it muſt be opened, you muſt ſee it, and you muſt be 
tried by it. Strive therefore to fill it with your good 
deeds, that the hand writing of God may not appear 
againſt you, | 

God, my child, is all love, and wiſdom, and good- 
neſs; and every thing that he has made, and every 
action that he does, is the effect of them all. There- 
fore you cannot pleaſe God, but ſo far as you ſtrive 
to walk in love, wiſdom, and goodneſs. As all wiſ- 
dom, love, and goodneſs, proceeds from God; ſo 
nothing but love, wiſdom, and goodneſs, can lead 
to God. | 

When you love that which God loves, you act 
with him, you join yourſelf to him; and when you 
love what he diſlikes, then you oppoſe him, and ſe- 
parate yourſelf from him. This is the true and the 


right way; think what God loves, and do you love 


it with all your heart, 
Firſt 


eonſtantly. 


58 Nertrais of... 
Firſt of all, my child, worſhip and adore God, 


think of him magnificently, fpeak-of him reverent- 
ly, magnify his providence, adore his power; fre- 
quent his tay vn 11 e kim yd ry 
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denn this ove your neighbour, which is all 
love 1 Thin how God loves all * 


how merciful he is to thern, how tender he is of 
them, how carefully he preſerves them, and then 


ame to love the world as God loves it. 


* God would here all mon in be happy 3 therefore 


do you will, and deſire the ſame. All men are 
great inſtances of divine Jove, ee all men 


be inſtances of your love. 


Hut above all, my ſon, mark Ad e any 
thing through ſtriſe, or envy, or emulation, or vain- 
glory. Never do any thing in order to excel other 


people, but in order to pleaſe God, and becauſe it is 


his will, that you ſhould do every thing in the veſt 
manner that you can. 


For if it is onee dee u u os exec} uber 


people, it will by degrees be à pleaſure to you, not 
to ſee other people ſo good as yourſelf | 


Baniſn therefore every thought of ſelf-pride, and 
ſelf- diſtinction, and accuſtom yourſelf to rejoice in 


all the excellencies and perfections of your fellow- 
creatures, and be as glad to ſee any of their good 
actions, as your own, For 
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For as God is as well pleaſed with their well-do- 
ing, as with your's; ſo you ought to defire, that 
every thing that is wiſe, and holy, and good, may be 
performed ee amend 20 20. as 
by yourſelf, © 

Lt this therefore be your only motive and ſpur to 
all good actions, honeſt induſtry, and buſineſs, to 
do every thing in as perſect and excellent a manner 
as you can, for this only reaſon, becauſe it is pleaſing 
to God, who defires your perfection, and writes all 
your actions in a book. When 1 am dead, my ſon, 


you will be maſter of all my eſtate, which will be a 


great deal more than the neceſſities of one family re- 
quire. Therefore, as you are to be charitable to 
the ſouls of men, and wiſh them the ſame happineſs 
with you in heaven, ſo be charitable to their bodies, 
and endeayour to make them as happy as you upon 
earth, 
As God has created all things for the common 
good of all men, ſo let that part of them which is 
fallen to your ſhare, be employed, as God would 
have all employed, for the common good of all. 
Do good, my ſon, firſt of all to thoſe that moſt 
deſerve it, but remember to do good to all. The 
greateſt ' friners receive daily inſtances of God's 
goodneſs towards them; he nouriſhes and preſerves 
them, that they may repent, and return to him; da 
you therefore, imitate God, and think no one too 
. ; ' bad 
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bad to receive your relief and kindneſs, when you 
ſee that he wants it, 


I am teaching you Latin and:Greek, not that you 
ſhould deſire to be a great critic, a fine poet, or 
an eloquent orator; I would not have your heart 
feel any of theſe deſires, for the deſire of theſe accom- 
pliſhments is a vanity of the mind, and the maſters 
of them are generally vain men. For the deſire of 
any thing that is not a real good, leſſens the appli- 
cation of the mind after that which is fo. 

But I teach you theſe languages, that at proper 
times you may look into the hiſtory of paſt ages, 
and learn the methods of God's providence over the 
world; tliat reading the writings of the ancient ſages, 
you may ſee how wiſdom and virtue have been the 
praiſe of great men of all ages, and fortify ** mind 
by their wiſe ſayings, 

Let truth and plainneſs therefore be the 4 or- 
nament of your language, and ſtudy nothing but 
how to think of all things as they deſerve, to chuſe 
every thing that is beſt, to live according to reaſon 
and order, and to act in every part of your liſe in 
conformity to the will of God. 

Study how to fill your heart full of the love of 
God, and the love of your neighbour, and then be 
content to be no deeper a ſcholar, no finer a gentle- 
man, than theſe tempers will make you. As true 


religion is notlung elſe but ſimple nature governed 
by 
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by right reaſon, ſo it loves and requires great plaini- 
neſs and ſimplicity of life. Therefore avoid all ſu- 
perfluous ſhews of finery and equipage; and let your 
houſe be plainly furniſhed with moderate conveni- 
ences, Do not conſider what your eſtate ca can "OY 
but what right reaſon requires. 8 

Let your dreſs be ſober, clean, and mw not 
to ſet out the beauty of your perſon, but to declare 
the ſobriety of your mind, that your outward garb 
may reſemble the inward plainneſs and ſimplicity of 
your heart. For it is highly reaſonable, that you 
ſhould be one man, all of a piece, and oe out- 
wardly ſuch as you are inwardly. | 

As to your meat and drink, in them obſerve the 
higheſt rules of chriftian temperance and ſobriety; 
conſider your body only as the ſervant and miniſter 
of your ſoul; and only ſo nouriſh it, as it may beſt 
perform an humble and obedient ſervice to it. 

But, my ſon, obſerve this as a moſt principal 
thing, which I ſhall remember you of as long a as ] 
live with you. 

Hate and defpiſe all human glory, for it is no- 
thing elſe but human folly. Tr is the greateſt ſnare, 
and the greateſt betrayer, that you can PONY ad- 
mit into your heart. 

Love humility in all its . praclle i it in all 
its parts, for it is the nobleſt ſtate of the ſoul of mat: 
it will ſet your heart and affections right towards 
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God, and fill you with every temper that is tender 
and affectionate towards men. 

Let every day therefore be a day of humility, 
condeſcend to all the weakneſs, and infirmities of 


your fellow creatures, cover their frailties, love 
their excellencies, encourage their virtues, relieve 


their wants, rejoice in their proſperities, compaſſi- 
onate their diſtreſs,. receive their friendſhip, over- 
look their unkindneſs, forgive their malice, be a 
ſervant of ſervants, and condeſcend to do the loweſt 


_ offices to the loweſt of mankind. 


Aſpire after nothing but your own purity and 
perfection, and have no ambition but to do every 
thing in ſo reaſonable and religious a manner, that 
you may be glad that God is every where preſent, 


and ſees and obſerves all your actions. The greateſt 


trial of humility, is an humble behaviour towards 
your equals in age, eſtate, and condition of life. 
Therefore be careful of all the motions of your 
heart towards theſe people. Let all your behavi- 
our towards them be governed by unfeigned love. 
Have no deſire to put any of your equals, below 
you, nor an anger at thoſe that would put them- 

ſelves above you. If they are. proud, they are ill of 
a very bad diſtemper; let them therefore have your 


tender pity, and perhaps your meekneſs may. prove 
| an occaſion of their cure. But if your humility 


ſhould do them no good, it will however be the 
geareſt good that you can do to yourſelf, 
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Remember that there is but one man in the 
world, with whom you are to have perpetual con- 
tention, and be always ſtriving to exceed him, and 
that is yourſelf, _ 

The time of practiſing theſe precepts, my child, 
will ſoon be over with you; the world will ſoon 
lip through your hands, or rather you will ſoon ſlip 
through it; it ſeems but the other day ſince I re- 
ceived theſe fame inſtructions from my dear father, 
that I am now leaving with you. And the God 


that gave me cars to hear, and g heart to receive what 
my father ſaid unto me, will, I hope, give you 
grace to love and follow the ſame inſtructions. 
Thus did Pateruus educate his fon. 


xp; Charafte of Claudius. 


— you are a main of Ggure and 
eſtate, and are to act the part of ſuch a ſtation in 
human life; you are not called, as Elijah was, to be 
a prophet, or as St, Paul, to be an apoſtle. 

Bur will you therefore not love yourſelf? Will 
you not ſeek and ſtudy your own happineſs, becauſe 
Dnmnegh u 
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You 
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You would think it very abſurd, for a man not 
to value his own health, becauſe he was not a phy- 
ſician; or the preſervation of his limbs, becauſe he 
was not a bone ſetter. Yet it is more abſurd for 
you, Claudius, to neglect the improvement of your 
ſoul in piety, becauſe you are not an apoſtle or a 
biſhop. 
Conſider this text of ſcripture, 17 ye live aſter 
be fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if through the Spirit ye 
do mortify the deeds of, the body, ye ſhall live. 
For as many as are kd: by the Spirit of God, they 
are the ſons of God. Rom. viii. 13, 14: Do 
you think that this ſcripture does not equally relate 
to all mankind? Can you find any exception. here 
for men of figure and eſtates? Is it not a ſpiritual 
and devout life here made the common condition, 
on which all men are to become ſons of God? Will 
you leave hours of prayer, and rules of devotion, 
to particular ſtates of life, when nothing but the 
ſame ſpirit of devotion can ſave you, or any man, 
from eternal death? | 
Conſider again this text: For we muſt all appear 
before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, according 
to that be hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
2 Cor. v. 10. Now if your eſtate would excuſe 
you from appearing before this judgment ſeat ; *if. 
your figure could protect you from receiving ac- 
cording 
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t cording to your works, there would be ſome pre- 
tence for your leaving devotion to other people, 
0 But if you, who are now thug diſtinguiſhed, muſt 
* then appear naked amongſt common ſouls, without 
* any other diſtinction from others, hut ſuch as your 
1 virtues or ſins give; does it not as much concern 
you, as any prophet, or apoſtle, to make the beſt 
7 proviſion for the beſt, rewards at that great day? 
a Again, conſider this great doctrine of the apoſtle: . 
Far none of us, that js, of us Chriſtians, liveth to him- 
, felf: for uubetber we liue, we live unto the Lord; 
s and whether we die, wwe die unto the Lord. For to 
5 this end Chriſt bath died, and roſe, and revived, that 
e he might be Lord both of the dead aud the living. 
1 Now are you, (laudigs, excepted out of the doc- 
wine of this text? Will you, becauſe of your con- 
1 dition, leave it to any particular ſort of people, to 
live and die unto Chriſt? It 0, y muſt leave | it tg 
them, to be redeemed by the kun and reſurrection 
of Chriſt, For it is the expreſs doctrine of the text, 
that for this end Chriſt died and roſe again, that 
none of us ſhould live to himſelf. Tis not that 
prieſts, or apoſtles, or monks, or hermits, ſhould 
live no longer to therſelves; but that none of us 
that is, no Chriſtian of what ſtate | „ ſhould * 
. live unto himſelf. 
£ If therefore there be any inſtances, of piety, any 
: rules. of devotion, which you can neglect, and yet 
; | E live 
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live as truly unto Chriſt, as if you obſerved them, 
this text calls you to no ſuch devotion. But if you 
forſake ſuch devotion, as you yourſeif know is ex- 
petted from ſome particular forts of people; ſuch 
devotion as you know becomes people that live 
wholly unto Chriſt, that aſpire after great piety; if 
you negle& ſuch devotion for any worldly conſide- 
ration, that you may live more to your own temper 
and taſte, more to the faſhions and ways of the 
world, you forſake the terms on which all Chriſtians 
arc to receive the benefit of Chriſt's death and re- 
ſurrection. 5 a 

Obſerve farther, how the Lite doctrine is als 
by St. Peter; As be which hath called you is boly, /o 
be ye holy in all manner of converſation. 1 Pet. i. 15. 

"If therefore, Claudius, you are one of thoſe that 
ate here called, you ſee what it is that you are called 
to. It is not to have ſo much religion as ſuits with 
your temper, Your buſineſs, or your pleaſures; it is 
hot to a particular ſort of piety, that may be ſuffici- 
ent for gentlemen of figure and eſtates; but it is, firſt, 
to be holy, as he which hath called you is holy; 
ſecondly, it is to be thus holy in all manner of con- 
yerſation ; thati is, to carry this ſpirit and degree of 
holineſs into every part and through the whole form 
of your life, 

And the teaſon the apoſtle immediately gives, why 
this ſpirit of holineſs muſt be the common ſpirit of 

Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians, as ſuch, is very affecting, and ſuch as 
equally calls upon all ſorts of Chriſtians: Feroſ- 
much as ye know, ſays he, that ye were not redeem- 
ed with corrupti ible things, as filver and gold, 
from your vain conver ſation—but 1121 675 gs 
ous blood of Chriſt, Gt. | 

As if he had ſaid, foraſmuch as ye 1550 ye were 
made capable of this ſtate of holineſs, entered into 
a ſociety with Chriſt, and made heirs of his glory, 
not by any human meats, but by ſüch * myſteri- 
ous inſtance” of love, as infitigely exceeds every 
thing that can be thought of in this world; ſince 
God has redeemed you to himfelf, and your own 
happineſs, at ſo great a Price, How baſe antt ſhame- 
ful muſt it be, if you do not heneeforthi devote your- 
ſelyes wholly to the glory of God, andbecome holy, 
as he who hath called you is holy? 

"If t therefore, Claudius, you conſider your figure 
and eſtate; or if, in the words of the text, you con- 
ſider your gold and ilver, and the corruptible things 
of this liſe, as any reaſofi why you may live to your 
own humour and fancy, why you may neglect a lite 
of ſtrict piety and great devotion: if you think a 
thing in the world can be an excuſe for your not 
imitating the holineſs of Chrift in the whole courſe 
and form of your life, you make yourſelf as (guilty 
as if you ſhould neglect the holineſs of CLAY, 
for the ſake'of picking ſtraws, 
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For the greatneſs of this new fate of life to which 
we are called in Chriſt Jeſus, to be for ever as the 
angels of God in heaven, and the greatneſs of the 
price by which we are made capable of this ſtate of 
glory, has turned every thing that is worldly, 1 
poral, and corruptible, into an equal littleneſs; and 
made it as great baſeneſs and folly, as great a con- 
tempt of the blood of Chriſt, to neglect any degrees 
of holineſs, becauſe, you are a man of ſome eſtate 
and quality, as it would be to neglect it, becauſe 
you had a fancy to pick ſtraws. 3 
nn Again; the ſame apoſtle faith, Know ye * that 
your body, 1s the temple of the Holy Ghoft which is in 
Jou, and. ye ane not your own ?, For. ye are bought with 
@;price;, therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
foirit, which are God's. 1 Cor. vi. 19. 20. 
How poorly. therefore, Claudius, have you read 
* ſcripture? how little do you know of Chriſtianity 
i can yet talk of your eſtate and condition, as 4 pre- 
rence for a freer kind of life ?, _ 
Are you any more your own, than he that has no 
* or dignity in the world? Muſt mean and lit- 
tle people preſerve their bodies as temples. of the 


Holy Ghoſt, by watching, faſting, and prayer; but 
may you indulge yours in idleneſs, in luſts, and ſen- 
ſvality, becauſe you have ſo much rent, or ſuch a 
title of diſtinction? How poor and ignorant are ſuch | 
thoughts as theſe ! 


And 
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And yet you muſt either think thus, or de ac- 
knowledge, that the holineſs of ſaints, prophets, and 
apoſtles, is the holineſs that you are to labour after, 
with all the diligence and care that you can, 

And if you leave it to others, to live in ſuch piety 
and devotion, in ſuch ſelf-denial, humility, and tem- 
perance, as may render them able to glorify God in 
their body, and in their ſpirit; you muſt leave it to 
them alſo, to have the benefit of the blood of Chriſt, 
Again; the apoſtle faith, You know how we ex- 
horted, comforted, and charged every one of you, that 
you would walk worthy of God, who hath called you 
to his kingdom and glory. 1 Theſſ. ii. 11. 

You perhaps, Claudius, have often heard theſe 


words, without ever thinking how much they requir- 


ed of you. And yet you cannot conſider them, 
without perceiving to what an eminent ſtate of holi- 
neſs they call you. __ 

For how can the holineſs of a chriſtian life be ſet 
before you in higher terms, than when it is repre- 
ſented to you, as walking worthy of God? Can you 
think of any abatements of virtue, any neglects of 
deyotion, that are well conſiſtent with a life, that is 
to be made worthy of God? Can you ſuppoſe that 
any man walks in this manner, but he that watches 
over all his ſteps, and conſiders how every thing he 
does may be done in the ſpirit of holineſs? And yet 
a5 high as theſe expreſſions carry this holineſs, it is 
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here plainly made the neceſſary holineſs of all Chrif- 
tians., For the apoſtle does not here exhort his 
fellow apoſtles and ſaints to this holineſs, but he 
commands all Chriſtians to endeavour after it: We 
charged, ſays he, every one of you that you would walk 
worthy of Cd, who bath called. [you to his ' kingdom and 
* 
Again; St. Peter faith, F any man ſpeak, let bim 
ſpeak as the cracles of God; if am man miniſter, let 
him do it, as of the ability that God giveth; that God 
in all things may be glorified in Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Pet. iv. 1 i. 

Do you not here, Claudius, plainly perceive your 
high calling? Is he that ſpeaketh to have ſuch re- 
gard to his words, that he appears to ſpeak as by the 
direction of God? Is he that giveth, to take care 
that he ſo giveth, that what he diſpoſeth of may ap- 
pear to be a gift that he hath of God? And is all 
this to be done, that God may be glorified i in all 
things ? 

Muſt it not then be ſaid, Has any man nobility, 
dignity of ſtate, or figure in the world? Let him ſo 
uſe his nobility, or figure of life, that it may appear 
he uſes theſe as the gifts of God, for the greater ſet- 
ting forth of his glory. Is there now, Claudius, 
any thing forced, or far-fetched in the concluſion? 
Is it .not the plain ſenſe of the words, that every 
thing in life is tobe made a matter of holineſs unto 
God? If fo, then your eſtate and dignity is fo far 
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from excuſing you from great piety and holineſs of 
life, that it lays you under a greater neceſſity of liv- 
ing more to the glory of God, becauſe you have 
more of his gifts that may be made ſerviceable to it. 

For people therefore of figure, or buſineſs, or dig- 
nity in the world, to leave great piety and eminent 
devotion to any particular orders of men, or ſuch as 
they think have little elſe to do in the world, is to 
leave the kingdom of God to them, 

For it is the very end of Chriſtianity to redeem al 
orders of men, into one holy ſociety, that rich and 
poor, high and low, maſters and ſervants, may in 
one and the ſame ſpirit of piety, become a choſen 
generation, a royal prieſt bood, an boly nation, a peculiar 
people, that are to ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who 
hath called them. out of darkneſs, into his marvellous 
light. 1 * ü. 9. | 
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II. Character of Calia. 


CALTA is always telling you how provoked 
ſhe is, what intolerable, ſhocking things happen to 
her, what monſtrous uſage ſhe ſuffers, and what 
vexation ſhe meets with every where. She tells you, 
that her patience is quite wore out, and there is no 
bearing the behaviour of people. Every aſſembly 
that ſhe is at ſends her home provoked; ſomething 
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or other has been ſaid or done, that no reaſonable, 
well-bred perſon ought to bear. Poor people that 
want her charity, are ſent away with haſty anſwers, 
5 becauſe ſhe has not a heart to part with any 
money, but becauſe ſhe is too full of ſome trouble 
of her own, to attend to the complaints of others. 
Celia has rio buſineſs, upon her hands, but to receive 
the income of a plentiful fortune; but yet, by the 
doleful urn of her mind, you would be apt to think, 
that ſhe had neither food nor lodging. If you ſee 
her look more pale than ordinary, if her lips trem- 
ble y when ſhe ſpeaks to you, it is becauſe ſhe is juſt 
come from a viſit, where Lupus took no notice at 
all of her, but talked all the time to Lucinda, who 
has not half her fortune. When croſs accidents 
have ſo diſordered her ſpirit, that ſhe is forced to 
| ſend for the doctor to make her able to eat; ſhe 


tells him, in great anger at providence, that ſhe ne- 


ver was well ſince ſhe was born, and that ſhe envies 


every beggar that ſhe ſees in health. 
This! is the diſquiet life of Cælia, who has no- 
thing to torment her but her own ſpirit, 
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xv TIT. Charafter of Felicians. 


IF you was to live with Frliciana but ole Ralf 
year, you would fee all the happineſs that ſhe is to 
have as long as ſhe lives. She has no more to 
come, but the poor repetition of that which could 
never have pleaſed once, but through a littleneſs of 
mind and want of thought. 

She is to be again dreſſed fine, aint hep ber vi- 
ſiting day. She is again to change the colour of her 
cloaths, again to have a new head, and again put 
patches on her face. She is again to ſee who acts 
beſt at the play-houſe, and who ſings fineſt at the 
opera. She is again to make ten viſits in a day, 
and be ten times in a day trying to talk artfully, 
eaſily and politely about nothing. 

She is to be again delighted with ſome new fa- 
ſhion; and again angry at the change of ſome old 
one. She is to be again at cards, and gaming at 


midnight, and again in bed at noon, She is to be 


again, leaſed with hypocritical compliments, and 
a rbed with imaginary affronts. She is to 
be again pleafed with her good luck at gaming, and 
again tormented with the loſs of her money. She is 
again to prepare herſelf for a birth night, and again 


to ſee the town full of good company. She is 


again to hear the cabals and intrigues of the town, 
again to have ſecret intelligence of private amours, 


and early notice of marriages, quarrels, and partings, 
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If you ſee her come out of her chariot more 
briſkly than uſual, converſe with more ſpirit, and 
ſeem ful'er of joy than ſhe was laſt week, it is be- 
cauſe there is ſome ſurpriſing new dreſs, or new di- 
verſion juſt come to town. 

Theſe are all the ſubſtantial and regular parts of 
Feliciana's happineſs; and ſhe never knew a pleaſant 
day in her life, but it was owing to ſome one, or 
more, of theſe things. , 

It is for this happineſs, that ſhe has always been 
deaf to the reaſonings of religion, that her heart has 
been too gay and chearful to conſider what 1s right or 
wrong in regard toeternjzy; or to liſten to the ſound 
of ſuch dull words, as wiſdom, piety, and devotion. 

It is for fear of loſing ſome of this happineſs, 
that ſhe dares not meditate on the immortality of her 
ſoul, conſider her relation to God, or turn her 
thoughts towards thoſe Joys, which make ſaints and 
angels infinitely happy in the preſence and glory of 
God. 


„ EFTLIcrloxs. 


Let it here be obſerved, that as poor a round of 
happineſs as this appears, yet moſt women that 
avoid the reſtraints of religion for a gay life, muſt be 
content with very ſmall parts of it. As they have 
not Feliciana's fortune and figure in the world, ſo 
they muſt give away the comforts of a pious lite, 
for a very ſmall part of her happineſs. And 
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And if you look into the world, and obſerve the 
lives of thoſe women, whom no arguments can per- 
ſwade to live wholly unto God, in a wiſe and pious 
employment of themſelves, you will find moſt of 
them to be ſuch, as loſe all the comforts of religion, 
without gaining the tenth part of Feliciana's happi- 
neſs. They are ſuch as ſpend their time and for- 


tunes only in mimicking the pleaſures of richer 
people; and rather look and long after, than enjoy 


thoſe deluſions, which are only to be purchaſed by 
conſiderable fortunes. 

But if a woman of high birth, and great fortune, 
having read the goſpel, ſhould rather wiſh to be an 
under-ſervant in ſome pious family, where wiſdom, 
piety, and great devotion, directed all the actions of 
every day: if ſhe ſhould rather wiſh this, than to live 
at the top of Feliciana's happineſs; I ſhould think 
her neither mad, nor melancholy; but that ſhe 
judged, as rightly of the ſpirit of the goſpel, as if ſhe 
had rather wiſhed to be poor Lazarus at the gate, 
than to be the rich man cloathed in purple and fine 
linen, and faring ſumptuouſly every day. 
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V Charafter of Flavia. 


FLAYV and Miranda are two maiden ſiſters, 
that have each of them two hundred pounds a year. 


They buried their parents, twenty years ago, and 
have ſince that time ſpent their eſtate as they pleaſed, 

Flavia has been the wonder of all her friends, 
for her excellent management, in making ſo ſur- 
prizing a figure in ſo moderate a fortune. Several 
ladies that have twice her fortune, are not able to 
be always ſo gentecl, and ſo conſtant at all places 
of pleaſure and expence, She has every thing that 
is in the jaſhion, and is in every place where there 
is any diverſion. Flavia is very orthodox, ſhe talks 
warmly againſt heretics and ſciſmatics, is gene- 
rally at church, 'and often at the ſacrament. She 
once commended a ſermon that was againſt the 
pride and vanity of dreſs, and thought it was very 
juſt againſt Lucinda, whom ſhe takes to be a great 


deal finer than ſhe need to be, If any one aſks 


Flavia to do ſomething in charity, if ſhe likes the 
perſon who makes the propoſal, or happens to be 
in a right temper, ſhe will toſs him half a crown or 
a crown, and tell him, if he knew what a long 
millener's bill ſhe had juſt received, he would think 
it a great deal for her to give. A quarter of a year 
aſter this, ſhe hears a ſermon upon the neceſſity of 
charity; ſhe thinks the man preaches well, that it 
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is a very proper ſubject, that people want much to 
be put in mind of it; but ſhe applies nothing to 


herſelf, becauſe ſhe remembers that the gave a 


crown ſome time ago, when ſhe could ſo ill ſpare it. 

As for poor people themſelves, ſhe will admit of 
no complaints from them; ſhe is very poſitive they 
are all cheats and liars, and will ſay any thing to get 


relief, and therefore it muſt be a hy 4 to — 


them in their evil ways. 
You would think Flavia had the Ae con- 
ſcience in the world, if you was to ſee, how ſcru- 


pulous and apprehenſive _—_ is of che #78 ag dan- 


ger of giving amiſs. 

She buys all books of wit and humour, ode 
made an expenſive collection of all our Engliſn poets. 
For ſhe fays, one cannot have a true taſte of any of 
them, without being very converſant with them all. 

She will ſometimes read a book of piety, if it is a 
Mort one, if it is much commended for ſtile and lan- 


guage, and ſhe can tell where to borrow it. 


Flavia is very idle, and yet very fond of fine 
work: this makes her often fit working in bed un- 
til noon, and be told many a long ſtory before ſhe is 
up; fo that I need not tell yon, that her morning 
devotions are not always rightly performed. 

Flavia would be a miracle of piety, if the was 
but half ſo careful of her foul, as the is of her body. 
The riſing of a pimple in her face, the ſting of a 
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gnat, will make her keep her room two or three 
days, and ſhe thinks they are very raſh people, that 
do not take care of things in time. This makes 
her ſo over-careful of her health, that ſhe never 
thinks ſhe is well enough; and ſo over indulgent, 
that ſhe never can be really well, So that it coſts 
her a great deal in ſleeping draughts, and waking 
draughts, in ſpirits for the head, in drops for the 
nerves, in cordials for the ſtomach, and in ſaffron for 
If you viſit Flavia on the ſunday, you will always 
meet good company, you will know what is doing 
in the world, you will hear the laſt lampoon, be told 
who wrote it, and who is meant by every name that 


is in it. You will hear, what; plays were acted that 


week, which is the fineſt ſong in the opera, who was 
intolerable at the laſt aſſembly, and what games are 
moſt in faſhion, Flavia thinks they are atheiſts that 
play at cards on the ſunday, but ſhe will tell you the 
nicety of all the games, what cards ſhe held, how ſhe 
played them, and the hiſtory of all that happened at 
play, as ſoon as ſhe comes from church. If you 
would know who is rude and ill natured, who is vain 
and foppiſh, who lives too high, and who is in debt: 
if you would know what is the quarrel at a certain 
houſe, or who and who are in love: if you would 
know how late Belinda comes home at night, what 
cloaths ſhe has bought, how ſhe loves compliments, 


and 
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and what a long ſtory ſhe told at ſuch a place: if 


you would know how croſs Lucius is to his wife, 
what ill-naturtd things he ſays to her, when nobody 
hears him; if you'would know how they hate one 
another in their hearts, though they appear ſo kind 
in public; you muſt viſit Flavia on the ſunday, 
But till ſhe has ſo great a regard for the holineſs of 
the ſunday, that ſhe has turned a poor old widow 
out of her houſe, as a profane wretch, for having 
been found once mending her ee on che ſunday 
ee e, 

Thus lives Flavia; and if ſhe lives ten years 
longer, ſhe will have ſpent about ' fifteen” hundred 
and fixty ſundays after this manner. She will have 
wore about two hundred different ſuits of cloaths. 
Out of this thirty years of her life, fifteen of them 
will have been diſpoſed of in bed; and of the re- 
maining fifteen, about fourteen of them will have 
been conſumed in eating, drinking, dreffing, viſit- 
ing, converſation, reading, and hearing plays and 
romances, at operas, aſſemblies, balls and diverſi- 
ons. For you may reckon all the time ſhe is up, 
thus ſpent, except about an hour and half, that is 
diſpoſed of at church, moſt ſundays in the year. 
With great management, and under mighty rules 
of ceconomy, ſhe will have ſpent ſixty hundred 
pounds upon herſelf, bating only ſome ſhillings, 
crowns or half-crowns, that have gone from her in 
accidental charities, REFLECTIONS, 
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I ſhall not take upon me to ſay, that it is im- 
poſſible for Flavia to be ſaved; but thus much muſt 
be faid, that ſhe has no grounds from ſcripture to 
think ſhe is in the way of ſalvation. For her whole 
life is in dire& oppoſition to all thoſe tempers and 
practices, which the goſpel has made ad to 
ſalyation. 

. If you was to hear her dag, that ſhe had lived a 
her life like Anna the propheteſs, who departed not 
from the temple, but ſerved God with faſtings and 
prayers night and day, you would Jook, upon her as 
very extravagant; and yet this would be no greater 
an extravagance, than for her to fay, that ſhe had 


any one doctrine of the g6ſpel a rule of her life. 
She may as well ſay, that, ſhe lived with our 
Saviour when he was upon earth, as. that ſhe has 
lived in imitation of him, or made it any, part of 
her care to live in fuch tempers, as. he required of 
all thoſe that would be his diſciples. She may as 
truly ſay, that ſhe has every day waſhed the ſaints 
| feet, as that ſhe has lived in chriſtian humility and 
poverty of ſpirit; and as reaſonably think, that ſhe 
has taught a charity-ſchool, as that ſhe has lived in 
works of charity. She has as much reaſon to think, 
that ſhe has been a centinal in an army, as that ſhe 


been ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait gate, or making 
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has lived in watching, and ſelf-denial. _ And it may 
as fairly be ſaid, that ſhe lived by the labour of her | 
hands, as that ſhe had given all diligence to make 
her calling and election ſure; _ 
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+ XX. Charatter of Miranda: 


MIRANDA (the ſiſter of Flavia) is a ſober. 
reaſonable Chriſtian; as ſoon as ſhe was miſtreſs of 
her ti rtune, it was } r firſt thought, how 
ſhe might beſt fulfil every thing that God required 
of her in the uſe of them, and how ſhe might make 
the. beſt and happieſt uſe of this ſhort life. She de- 
pends upon the truth of what our bleſſed Lord 
hath ſaid, that there is but one thing needful ; and 
therefore ' makes her whole life but one continual | 
labour afcer it. She has but one reaſon for doing 
or not doing, for liking or not liking any thing, 
and that is the will of God. She is not ſo weak, as 
to pretend to add, hat is called the fine lady, to 
the true Chriſtian: Miranda thinks too well, to be 


taken with the ſound of ſuch ſilly. words; ſhe has 


renounced the world to follow Chriſt in the exerciſe 
of humility, charity, devotion, abſtinence, and 
heavenly affections; and that is Mirandg's fine 

breeding. "4 
W hilſt ſhe was under * ſhe was forc- 
ed to be gentecel, to live in ceremony, to ſit up late 
at nights, to be in tne folly of every faſhion, and 
F always 
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always viſiting en fundays; to go loaded with 4 
burden of finery to the holy facrament; to be in 
every polite converſation, to hear prophaneneſs at 
the play-houſe, and wanton ſongs and jove in- 
trigues at the opera, to dance at public places, 
that fops and rakes might admire the fineneſs of her 
ſhape, and the beauty of her motions. The re- 
membrance of this way of life, makes her exceed- 
ing careful to atone for it, by a cantrary behaviour. 

Miranda does not divide her duty between God, 
her neighbour, and herſelf,” but ſhe conſiders all as 
due to God, and fo does every thing in his name, 
and for his ſake, This makes her conſider her for- 
tune, as the gift of God, that is to be uſed, as every 
thing is that belongs to God, for the wiſe and rea- 
ſonable ends of a chriſtian and holy life, Her for- 
tune therefore is divided berwixt herſelf, and ſeveral 
other poor people, and ſhe has only her part of re- 
lief from it. She thinks itthe ſame folly to indulge 


. herſelf in needleſs, vain expences, as to give to o- 


ther people to ſpend in the ſame way, Therefore 
as ſhe will not give a poor man money to go ſee a 
puppet-ſhow, neither will ſhe allow herſelf any to 
ſpend in the ſame manner; thinking it very proper 
to be as wiſe herſelf, as ſhe expects a poor man 
ſhould be. For as it is a folly and a crime in a 
poor man, ſays Miranda, to waſte what is given 
him, in fooliſh trifles, whilſt he wants meat, drink, 

and-cloaths : fo is it leſs folly, or a leſs crime in me 
to ſpend that money in ſilly diverſions, which mi 


ght 
be 
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be much better ſpent in imitation of the divine 

goodneſs, in works of kindneſs and charity towards 
my fellow creatures, and fellow Chriſtians? If a 
poor man's own neceſſities are a reaſon, why he 
ſhould not waſte any of his money idly, ſurely the 
neceſſities of the poor, the excellency of charity, 
which is received as done to Chriſt himſelf, is a 
much greater reaſon, why no one ſhould ever waſte 
any of his money, For if he does ſo, he does not 
only do like the poor man, only waſte that which 
he wants himſelf, but he waſtes that which is wanted 
for the moſt noble uſe, and which Chriſt himſelf is 
ready to receive at his hands. And if we are angry 
at a poor man, and look upon him as a wretch, 
when he throws away that which ſhould buy his own 


| bread; how muſt we. appear in the ſight of God, if 


we make a wantqn, idle uſe, of that, which would 
buy; bread and cloaths for the hungry and naked 
brethren, who are as near and dear to God, as we 
are, and fellow heirs of the ſame ſtate of future 


glory? This is the ſpirit of Miranda, and thus ſhe 


uſes the gifts of God. 

Every morning ſees her early at her prayers, ſhe 
rejoices in the. beginning of every day, becauſe it 
begins all her pious rules of holy living, and brings 

the freſh pleaſures of repeating them. She ſeems 

to be as a guardian angel, to thoſe that dwell about 
her, with her watchings and prayers, bleſſing the 
place. where ſhe dwells, and making interceſſion 
with God for thoſe that are aſleep, Ws, 
F3-:. Her 
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Her devotions have had ſome intervals, and God 
has heard ſeveral of her private prayers, before the 
light is ſuffered to enter into her ſiſter's room. Mi- 
randa does not know what it is to have a dull half 
day; the returns of her hours of prayers, and her 
religious exerciſes, come too often to let any conſi- 
derable part of time lie heavy upon her hands. 

When you ſee her at work, you ſee the ſame wiſ- 
dom that governs all her other actions, ſhe is either 
doing ſomething that is neceſſary for herſelf, or ne- 
ceſſary for others, who want to be aſſiſted. There 
is ſcarce a poor family in the neighbourhood, but 
v ear ſomething or other that has had the labour of 
her hands. Her wiſe and pious mind, neither 
wants the amuſement, nor can bear with the folly 
of idle impertinent work, She can admit of no 
ſuch folly as this in the day, becauſe ſhes to anſwer 
for all her actions at night. When there is no wiſ- 
dom to be obſerved in the employment of her 
hands, when there is no uſeful 'or charitable work - 
to be done, Miranda will work no more. At her 
table ſhe lives ſtrictly by this rule of holy ſcripture, 
whether ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God. This makes her begin and end 
every meal, as ſhe begins and ends every day, with 
acts of devotion: ſhe eats and drinks only for the 
fake of living, and with ſo regular an abſtinence, 
that every meal is an exerciſe of ſelf-denial, and 
ſhe humbles her body, every time that ſhe is foreed 
to feed it. If Miranda was to run a race for her 

life 
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. ſhe would ſubmit to a diet that was proper for 

But as the race which is ſet before her, is a race 
of holineſs, purity, and heavenly affection, which 
ſhe is to finiſh ina corrupt diſordered body of earth- 
ly paſſions, ſo her every day diet has only this one 
end, to make her body fitter for this ſpiritual race, 
She does not weigh her meat in a-pair of ſcales, but 
ſhe weighs it in a much better balance; ſo much as 
gives a proper ſtrength to her body, and renders it 
able and willing to obey the ſoul, to join in pſalms 
heaven with greater readineſs, ſo much is Miranda 
meal. So that Miranda will never have her eyes 
ſwell with fatneſo, or pant under a heavy load of 
fleſh, till ſhe has changed her religion. 

The holy ſeriptures, eſpecially of the New Teſta 
ment, are her daily ſtudy; theſe ſhe reads with a 
watchful attention, conſtantly caſting an eye upon 
herſelf, and trying herſelf by every doctrine that is 
there. When ſhe, has the New. Teſtament in her 
| hand ſhe ſuppoſes herlelf at the feet of our Saviour 
and his apoſtles, and makes every thing that ſhe 
learns of them, ſo many laws of her life, She 
receives their ſacred words with as much attention, 


and reverence, as if ſhe ſaw. their perſons, and 


knew, that they were juſt come from heaven, on 
. purpoſe to teach her the way that leads to it. 
She thinks, that trying herſelf every day by 
doctrines of ſcripture, is the only poſſible way to 
pe ready for her trial at the laſt day, She is ſome- 
F 3 times 
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times afraid that the lays out too tuch money in 
books, becauſe ſhe cannot forbear buying all prac- 
tical books, of any note ; eſpecially ſuch as enter 
into the heart of religion, and deſcribe the inward 
holineſs of the chriſtian liſe. But of all human 
writings, the lives of pious perſons, and eminent 
faints, ate her greateſt delight. In theſe ſhe ſearch- 
es as for hidden treaſure, hoping to find ſome ſecret 
of holy living, ſome uncommon degree of piety, 
which ſhe may make her own. By this means 
Miranda has her head and heart ftored with all the 
principles of wiſdlom and holineſs, The is fo full of 
the one main buſineſs of life, that ſhe finds it diff 
eult to oon erſe upon any other fubſect; and if you 
are in her company, when the thinks proper to talk, 
you muſt be made wiſer per deter, whether you 
Huber no 9d »! 

Io relate her'thi#rity, rb to relate the Hi. 
tory of every day for twenty yrats for ſo long has 
all her fortune been ſpent chat way, She has ſet 
up near twenty poor tradeſmen that had failed in 
their buſineſs, andfaved as many from failing. She 
has educated ſeveral poor children, that were picked 
up in the ſtreets, and put them in a way of an honeſt 
employment. As ſoon as any labourer is confined 
at home with ſickneſs, the ſends Kim, till he reco- 
vers, twice the value of his wages, that he may 
have one part to give to his family, as uſual, and 
the other to provide things convenient for his ſick- 


If 
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If a family ſeem too large to be ſupported by 
the labour of thoſe that can work in it, ſhe pays 
their rent, and gives them ſomething yearly towards 
their cloathing. By this means there are many 
poor families that liye in a comfortable manner, 
aud are from year * year bg, her in their 
Prayers. . Ln 

If there is any poor man or woman, chat is more 
than prdinarily wicked and reprobate, Mirenda has 
her eye upon them, ſhe watches their time of need 
and adyerſity;, and if ſhe can diſcover that they are 
in any great ſtreights or affliftions, ſhe gives them 
ſpeedy relief. She has this care for this ſort of peo- 
ple, becauſe ſhe once ſaved a profligate perſon from 
being cared to RY who immediately became a 

true penicent. 
' There is n 1 character of Miranda 
more to be admi than this temper. , For this 
tenderneſs of affection towards the moſt abandoned 
ſinners, is the higheſt inſtance of a divine and * 
like ſoul. 
Mi randa once paſſed by a houſe, when the man 
and his wife were curſing and ſwearing at one ano- 
ther i in a moſt dreadful manner, and three children 
crying about them; this fight ſo much affected her 
compaſſionate mind, that ſhe went the next day, 
and bought the three children, that they might not 
be ruined by living with ſuch wicked parents; they 
now live with Miranda, are bleſſed with her care 
and prayers, and all the good works which ſhe can 
F 4 . do 
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do for them. They hear her talk, they ſee her live, 
they | Join with her in pſalms and prayers. Theeldeſtof 
them has alieady converted his parents from their 
wicked life, and ſhews a turn of mind ſo remark- 
ably ER. 4 that Miranda intends him for holy or- 
ders; that being thus ſaved himſelf, he may be zea- 
lous in the ſalvation of ſouls, and do to 92 55 mi- 
ſearble objedts, as ſhe has done to him. | 
Miranda is a conſtant relief to poor people in 
their misfortunes a and accident; there are ſometimes 
little misfortunes. that hap o chem, "which of 


themſelves they « could never be able to overcome. | 


The death of A cow, or horſe, or ! ſome little robbe- 
Ty, would keep them i in diſtreſs' all their lives. 'She 
does not ſuffer them to grieve under ſuch accidents 
as theſe, , She immediately gives them the full va- 
Jue of their loſs, and makes uſe of i it as A means of 
| raiſing their minds towards God. 


She has a great tenderneſs for ald people, that 


are grown paſt their labour, The pariſh allowance 
to ſuch people, is very ſeldom a comfortable main- 
tenance. For this reaſon, they are the conſtant objects 
of her! care; ſhe adds ſo much. to their allowance, as 

ſomewhat exceeds the wages they got when they 
were young. This ſhe does to comfort the infir- 
mities of their a age, that being free from trouble and 
diſtreſs, they may ſerve God in peace and tran- 
quillity ol mind. She has generally a large number 
of this kind, who by her charities and exhortations to 
holineſs, ſpend their laſt days 1 in great piety and de- 
votion, | Miranda 
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Miranda never wants compaſſion; even to com- 
mon beggars; eſpecially rowards thoſe that are old, 
or ſick, or full of ſores, that want eyes or limbs. 

She hears their complaints with tenderneſs, gives 
them ſome proofs'of her kindneſs, and never rejects 

them with hard, or reproachful language, for fear 

of adding affliction to her fellow creature. _— 

If a poor traveller tells her, that he has neither 

ſtrength, nor food, nor money left, ſhe never bids 

him go to the place from whence he came, or tells 
him, that ſhe-cannot relieve him, becauſe he may 
be a cheat, or ſhe does not know him; but ſhe re- 
lieves him for that reaſon, becauſe he is a ſtranger, 
and unknown to her; For it is the moſt noble part 
of charity, to be kind and tender to thoſe whom we 
never ſaw before and perhaps may never ſee again 
in this life. 1-<vas & trangor, and ye took me in, ſaith 
our bleſſed Saviour; but who can perform this du- 
ty,” that vin not relieve e e are unknown to 
on Fe FEES 

Miranda adi chat "FRED was a common 

n he was the care of Angels, and car- 
ried into Abraham's boſom. She conſiders, that 
dur bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles were kind to 
beggars; that they ſpoke comfortably to them, 

healed their diſeaſes, and reſtored eyes and limbs 

to the lame and blind. That Peter ſaid to the beg- 
gar that wanted an alms from him, Silver and gold 
bave I none, but ſuch as I have give I thee; in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, riſe up and walk, 

Miranda 


Miranda, «therefore, never . treats beggars. with di 
of our Saviour and. his apoſtles towards them; and 
though ſhe cannot, like them, work miracles for 
their relief, yet ſhe relieves them, wirh that power that 
ſhe hath; and may ſay with the Apoſtle, Such as; 4 
bave give I thee in the name of . Teſus Chrift.:  . 


_ 


It may be, ſaid Miranda, that I may often, give 


to thoſe chat do not deſerye it, or that will make an 
ill uſe of my alms, But what then? Is not this the 


very method of divine goodneſs? Does not God 
make his ſun riſe an the evil, and on the gaod?. Is 
not this the very goodneſs, that is recommended to 
us in ſcripture, that by irnitating of it, we may be 
children of our | Father which is in heaven, . who 
fendeth rain en the "juſt, aud on, the unjuſt? And 


- ſhall I withhold a little money, or food, from my 
ſellow creature, ſor fear he ſhould not be good 


enough to receive it of me? Do I, beg of God to 
deal with me, not according to my merit, but ac- 
cording to his awn great goodneſs; and ſhall I be 
fo abſurd, as to withhold my charity from à poor 
brother, becauſe he may perhaps not deſerve it? 
Shall I uſe a meafure towards * which I pray 
God never to uſe towards me? 

Beſides, where has the ſcripture made merit. the 


rule or meaſure of charity? On the contrary, the 


ſcripture ſaith, I thy enemy bunger, _ bim; if be 
thirſt, give him drink, 


Now 
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No this' plainly teaches us, chat the merit of 
perſons is to be 10 rule of our charity, but that we 
are to do acts of kindneſs to thoſe that leaſt of all 
deſerve it. For if I am to love and do good to my 
worlt enemies; if I am to be charitable to them, 
notwichſtanding all their ſpite and malice, ſurely 
merit is no meaſure of charity. If I am not to 
withhold' my charity from ſuch bad people, and 
who are at the ſame time my enemies, ſurely I am 
not to deny alms to poor beggars, whom I neither 
know to be bad people, nor any way my enemies. 
Von Will perhaps fay, that by this means I en- 
courage people to be beggars, ' But the ſame 
thoughtleſs objection may be made againſt all kinds 
of charities, for they may encourage people to de- 
pend upon them. The fame may be faid againſt 
forgiving our enernies, for it may encourage peo- 
ple to do us hurt. The ſame may ſaid, even againſt 
the goodneſs of God, that by pouring his bleſſings 
on the evil and on the good, on the juſt and on 
the unjuſt, evil and unjuſt men are encouraged in 
their wicked ways. The ſame may be ſaid againſt 
cloathing the naked, or giving medicines to the ſick, 
for that may encourage people to neglect them- 
ſelves, and be careleſs of their health, But when 
the love of God dwelleth in you; when it has en- 
larged your heart, and filled you with bowels 
of mercy and compaſſion, you' will make no more 
ſuch objections as theſe, 


When 
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When you are at any time turning away the poor, 


the old, the ſick and helpleſs traveller, the lame, or 
the blind, aſk yourſelf this queſtion; Do I ſincere- 
ly wiſh theſe; poor creatures may be as happy as 
Lazarus, that was carried by Angels into Abraham's 
boſom? Do I ſincerely deſire that God would make 
them fellow heirs with me in eternal glory? Now if 
you ſearch, into your ſoul, you, will find that there 
is none of theſe motions there, that you are wiſhing 
nothing of this. For it is impoſſible for any one 
heartly to wiſh a poor creature ſo great a happineſs 
and yet not have a heart to, give him a ſmall alms. 
For this reaſon, ſays Miranda, as far as I can, I 
give to all, becauſe I pray to God to forgive all; 

and I cannot refuſe an alms to thoſe, whom I. pray 
God to bleſo, whom I wiſh to be partakers of eter- 
nal glory; but am glad to ſhew, ſome degree of 
love to ſuch, as, I hope, will be the objects of the 
infinite love of God. And if, as our Saviour has 
aſſured us, it be more bleſſed to give than 10 re- 
ceiue, we ought to look upon thoſe that aſk our 
alms, as ſo many friends and benefactors, that come 


to do us a greater good than they can receive, that 
come to exalt our virtue, to be witneſſes of our 


charity, to be monuments of our love, to be our 
advocates with God, to be to us in Chriſt's ſtead, 
to appear for us at the day of judgment, and to help 
us to a bleſſedneſs greater than our alms can beſtow 


on them. 


REFLECTIONS, 


II, 


2 V.2 


— 
E 


- F WR A N 


Human CO 93 


REFLECTIONS: 


Dun hs Wh and this is the life dene devout 
Miranda; and if ſhe lives ten years longer, ſhe will 
have ſpent ſixty hundred pounds in charity, for that 
which ſhe allows herſelf, may fairly be reckoned a- 
mongſt her alms. 

When ſhe dies, ſhe muſt ſhine amongſt apoſtles, 
and ſaints, and martyrs; ſhe muſt ſtand amongſt 
the firſt ſervants of God, and- be glorious amongſt 
thoſe that have fought the good fight, and finiſhed 
their courſe with joy. | 


— — ———— — 
I. _ Charafter of Matilda. 


MATILDA is a fine woman, of good breeding, 
great ſenſe, and' much religion. She has three 
daughters that are educated by herſelf. She will 
not truſt them with any one elſe, or at any ſchool, 
for fear they ſhould learn, any thing ill. She ſtays 
with the dancing-maſter all the time he is with them, 
becauſe ſhe will hear every thing that is ſaid to them. 
She has heard them read the ſcriptures ſo often, that 
they can repeat great part of it without book: and 
there is ſcarce a good book of devotion, but you 
may find it in their cloſets. 

Had Matilda lived in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, 
when it was practiſed in the fulneſs and plainneſs of 
its doctrines, ſhe had in all probability been one of 

its 
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its greateſt ſaints, But as ſhe was born in corrupt 
times, where ſhe wants examples of chriſtian per- 
ſection, and hardly ever ſaw a piety higher than her 
own; ſo ſhe has many defects, and communicates 
them all to her daughters. 

Matilda never was meanly dreſſed in her life; 
and nothing pleaſes her in dreſs, but that which is 
very rich, and beautiful to the eye. 

Her daughters ſce her great zeal for religion; but 
then they ſee an equal garneſtneſs for all ſorts of 
finery, They ſee ſhe is not negligent of her devo- 
tion; but then they ſee her more careful to preſerve 
her complexion, and to prevent thoſe changes, 
which time and age threaten her with, 
They are afraid to meet her, if they have miſled 
the chureh; but then they are more afraid to ſee her, 
if they are not laced as ſtrait as they can poſſibly be. 

She often ſhews them her own picture, which was 
taken when their father fell in love with her. She 
tells them, how diſtracted he was with paſſion at the 
firſt ſight of her; and that ſhe had never had ſo fine a 
complexion, but for the diligence of her good mo- 
ther, who took exceeding care of it. | 

Matilda is ſo intent upon all the arts of improv- 
ing their dreſs, that ſhe has ſome new fancy almoſt 
every day; and leaves no ornament untried, from 
the richeſt jewel to the pooreſt flower. She is ſo 
nice and critical in her judgment, ſo ſenſible of the 
ſmalleſt error, that the maid is often forced, to dreſs 
and undreſs her daughters tee or four times a day, 
before ſhe can be ſatisfied with it, The 
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The children fee ſo plainly the temper of their 
mother, that they even affect to be more pleaſed - 
with dreſs, and to be more fond of every little or- 
nament, Ts COT ly BRAT eee 
vour. 

They * their eldeſt ſiſter once brought to her 
tears, and her perverſeneſs ſeverely reprimanded, for 
preſuming to ſay, that ſhe thought it was better to 
cover the neck, than go ſo far naked as the modern 
dreſs requires, 

She ſtints them in their meals, and is very ſcru- 
pulous of what they eat and drink, and tells them 
how many fine ſhapes ſhe has ſeen ſpoiled in her time 
for want of ſuch care, If a pimple riſes in their 
faces, ſhe is in a great fright, and 'they themſelves 
are as afraid to ſee her with it, as if they had com- 
mitted ſome great ſin, 

Whenever they begin to look ſanguine and 
healthful, ſhe calls in the aſſiſtance of the doctor; 
and if phyſic, or iſſues, will keep the complexion 
from inclining to coarſe or ruddy, ſhe thinks them 
well employed. 

By this means they are poor, pale, ſickly, infirm 
creatures, vapoured through want of ſpirits, cry- 
ing at the ſmalleſt accidents, ſwooning away at any 
thing that frights them,and hardly able to bear the 
weight of their beſt cloaths. 

The eldeſt daughter lived as long as ſhe could 
. bet 2h nd 


her age. 


When 
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When her body was opened, it appeared that her 
ribs had grown into her liver, and that her other 
entrails were much hurt, by being cruſhed together 
with her ſtays, which her mother had ordered to be 
twitched ſo ſtrait, that it oſten brought tears into 
her eyes, whilſt the maid was dreſſing her. 

Her youngeſt daughter is run away with a game- 


ſter, a man of great beauty, who in dreſſing and 


and dancing has nd ſuperior. _ 

Matilda ſays, ſhe ſhould die with grief at this 
accident, but that her conſcience tells her, ſhe has 
contributed nothing to it herſelf. She appeals to 
their cloſets, to their books of devotion, to teſtify 
what care ſhe has taken to eſtabliſh her children in 
a life of ſolid piety and devotion, | 


| REFLECTIONS, 
Though I do not intend to ſay, that no daughters 
are brought up in a better way than this, for I hope 
there are many that are; yet thus much I believe 


may be ſaid, that the much greater part of them are 


not brought up ſo well, or accuſtomed to ſo much 
religion, as in the preſent inſtance, 


Their minds are turned as much to the care of 
their beauty and dreſs, and the indulgence of vain 


deſires, as in the preſent caſe, without having ſuch 
rules of devotion to ſtand againſt it. So that if ſolid 
piety, humility, and a ſober ſenſe of themſelves, is 
much wanted in that ſex, it is the plain and natural 
conſequence of a vain and corrupt education, 


And 
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And if they are often too ready to receive tha 
firſt ſops, beaus, and fine dancers, for their huſbands ; 
it is no wonder they ſhould like that in men, which 
they have been taught to admire in themſelves. 

And if they are often ſeen to loſe that little reli- 
gion they were taught in their youth, it is no more 
to be wondered at, than to ſee a little lower choak- 
ed and killed amongſt rank weeds. 

For perſonal pride, and affectation, a delight in 
beauty, and fondneſs for finery, are cempers that muſt 
either kill all religion in the ſoul, or be themſelves 
killed by it; they can no more thrive together, than 
health and ſickneſs. 


S FA A 


E. 7 


XX11, Chatafter of Euſebia. 


EUSEBIA is a pious widow, well born, and 
well bred, and has a good eſtate for five daughters, 
whom ſhe brings up as one intruſted by God to fit 
five virgins for the kingdom of heaven. Her fa- 
mily has the ſame regulation as a religious houſe, 
and all its orders tend to the ſupport of a conſtant, 
regular devotion. 

She, her daughters, and her maids, meet toge- 
ther at all the hours of prayer in the day, and chant 
pſalms, and other devotions, and ſpend the reſt of 
theu time in ſuch good works, and innocent diverſi- 
ons, as render them fit to return to their pſalms and 
Prayers. | 
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he loves them as her ſpiritual children, and they 
reverence her as their ſpiritual mother, with an affec- 
tion far above that of the fondeſt friends. 

She has divided part of her eſtate amongſt them, 
that every one may be charitable out of their own 
ſtock, and each of them take it in their turns to pro- 
vide for the poor and ſick of the pariſh, 

Euſebia brings them up to all kinds of labour 
that are proper for women, as ſowing, knitting, 
ſpinning, and all other parts of houſewifery ; not for 
their amuſement, but that they may be ſerviceable 
to themſelves and others, and be ſaved from thoſe 
temptations which attend an idle life. 

She tells them ſhe had rather ſee them reduced to 
the neceſſity of maintaining themſelves by their 
own work, than to have riches to excuſe themſelves 
from labour. For though, ſays ſhe, you may be 
able to aſſiſt the poor without your labour, yet by 
your labour you will be able to aſſiſt them more. 

If Euſebia has lived as free from fin as it is poſſi- 
ble for human nature, it is becauſe ſhe is always 
watching and guarding againſt all inſtances of pride. 
Ard if her virtues are ſtronger and higher than o. 
ther peoples, it is becauſe they are all founded in a 
deep humility. 

My children, ſays ſhe, when your father died, ] 
was much pitied by my friends, as having all the 
cares of a family, and all the management of an 
eſtate fallen upon me. 

But my own grief was . upon another 
principle: I was grieved to ſee myſelf deprived of ſo 
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faithful a friend, and that ſuch an eminent example 
of chriſtian virtues ſhould be taken from the eyes 
of his children, before they were of an age to love 
and follow it. | 

But as to worldly affairs, which my friends 
thought ſo heavy upon me, they are moſt of them 
of our own making, and fall away as ſoon as we 
know ourſelves, 

If a perſon in a dream is diſturbed with ſtrange 
appearances, his trouble is over as ſoon as he is 


awake, and ſees that it was the folly of a dream, 


Now, when a right knowledge of ourſelves en- 
ters into our minds, it makes as great a change in 
all our thoughts and apprehenſions, as when we a- 
wake from the wanderings of a dream. 

We acknowledge a man to be mad or melancho- 
ly, who fancies himſelf to be glaſs, and ſo is afraid of 
ſtirring, or taking himſclf to be wax, dare not let 
the ſun ſhine upon him. 

But, my children, there are things in the world 
which paſs for wiſdom, politeneſs, grandeur, hap- 
pineſs, and fine breeding, which ſhew as great ig- 
norance of ourſelves, and might as juſtly paſs for 
thorough madneſs, as when a man fancies himſelf 


to be glaſs or ice. 


A woman that dares not appear in the world with- 
out fine cloaths, that thinks it a happineſs to have a 
face finely coloured, to have a ſkin delicately fair, 
that had rather die than be reduced to poverty, and 
be forced to work for a poor maintenance, is as ig- 
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norant of herſelf to the full, as he that fancies him- 
{-If to be glaſs. | | | 

For this reaſon, all my diſcourſe with you, has 
heen to acquaint you with yourſelves, and to accuſ- 
rom you to ſuch books and devotions, as may beſt 
inſtruct you in this greateſt of all knowledge. 

You would think it hard, not to know the family 
into which you was born, what anceſtors you were 
deſcended from, and what eſtate was to come to you. 
But, my children, you may know all this with exact- 
neſs, and yet be as ignorant of yourſelves, as he that 
rakes himſelf to be wax. 

For though you were all of you born of my bo- 
dy, and bear your father's name, yet you are all of 
you pure ſpirits, I do not mean that you have not 
bodies that want meat and drink, and ſleep and 

cloathing, but that all that deſerves to be called you, 
is nothing elſe but ſpirit: A being ſpiritual and ra- 
tional in its nature, that is, as contrary to all fleſhly 
or corporeal beings, as life is contrary to death; 
that is made in the image of God, to live forever, 
never to ceaſe any more, but to enjoy life and reaſon, 
and knowledge, and happineſs in the preſence of 
God, and the ſociety of angels, and glorious ſpirits, 
to all eternity. 

Every thing that you call yours, beſides this 
ſpirit, is but like your cloathing; ſomething that is 
only to be uſed for a while, and then to end, and 

14 | die, and wear away, and to ſignify no more to you, 
We than the cloathing and bodies of other people. 


But, 
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But, my children, you are not only in this manner 
ſpirits, but you are fallen ſpirits, that began your 
life in a ſtate of corruption and diſorder, full of 
tempers and paſſions, that blind and darken the 
reaſon of your mind, and incline you to that which 
is hurtful, 

Your bodies are not only poor and periſhing like 
your cloaths, but they are like infected cloaths, and 
fill you with all diſeaſes and diſtempers, which oppreſs 
the ſoul with ſickly appetites, and vain cravings, 

So thatall of us are like two beings, that have, 
as it were, two hearts within us, with the one we ſee, 
and taſte, and admire reaſon, purity, and holineſs; 
with the other, we incline to pride, and vanity, and 
ſenſual delights, 

This internal war we always feel within us more 

or leſs; and if you would know the one thing ne- 
ceſſary to all the world, it is this; to preſerve and 
perfect all that is rational, holy, and divine in our 
nature, and to mortify, remove and deſtroy all that 
vanity, pride, and ſenſuality, which ſprings from the 
corruption of our ſtate. 
Could you think, my children, when you look at 
the world and fee what cuſtorns, and faſhions, and 
pleaſures, and troubles, and projets, and tempers, 
employ the hearts and time of mankind, that _ 
were thus, as I have told you? 

Bur do not you be affected at theſe things; the 
world is in a great dream, and but few people are 


awake in it, 
G 3 We 
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We fancy that we fall into darkneſs, when we die 
but alas, we are moſt of us in the dark till then; 
and the eyes of our ſouls only then begin to fee, 
when our bodily eyes are cloſing, 

You ſee then your ſtate, my children; you are to 
honour, improve, and perfect the ſpirit that is within 
you ; you are to prepare it for the kingdom of hea- 
ven, to nouriſh it with the love of God, and of 
virtue, to adorn it with good works, and to make it 
as holy and heavenly as you can. You axe to pre- 
ſerve it from the errors and vanities of the world; 
to ſave it from rhe corruptions of the body, from 
thoſe lalſe deliglits, and ſenſual tempers, which the 
budy tempts it with. | ” 

You are to nouriſh your ſpirits with pious read- 
ings, and holy meditations, with watchings, faſtings, 
and prayers, that you may taſte, and reliſh, and deſire 
that eternal ſtate, which is to begin when this life 
ends, ; | 
As to your bodies, you are to conſider them as 
poor, periſhing things, that are ſickly and corrupt 
at preſent, and will ſoon drop into common duſt, 
You are to watch over them as enemies, that are 
always trying to tempt and betray you, and ſo never 
follow their advice and councel; you are to conſi- 
der them as the place and habitation of your ſouls, 
and ſo keep them pure, and clean, and decent; you 
are to conſider them as the ſervants and inſtruments 
of action, and ſo give them food, and reſt, and rai- 
ment, that they may be ſtrong and healthful to do 
the duties of a charitable, uſeful and pious life. 
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Whilſt you live thus you live like yourſelves; and 
whenever you have leſs regard to your ſouls, or 
more regard to your bodies, than this comes to; 
whenever you are more intent upon adorning your 
perſons, than upon perſecting of your ſouls, you 
are much more beſide yourſelves, than he that had 
rather have a laced coat than an healthful body, 

For this reaſon, my children, I have taught you 
nothing that was dangerous for you to learn ; I have 
kept you from every thing that might betray you 
into weakneſs and folly; or make you think any 
thing fine, but a fine mind; any thing happy, but 
the favour of God; or any thing deſirable, but to 
do all the good you poſſibly can. 

Inſtead of the vain, immodeſt entertainment of 


plays and operas, I have taught you to delight in 


viſiting the ſick and poor. What muſick, and dan- 
cing, and diverſions, are to many in the world, that 
prayers, and devotions, and pſalms, are to you, 


Tour hands have not been employed in plaiting the 


hair, and adorning your perſons; but in making 
cloaths for the naked. You have not waiſted your 
fortunes upon yourſelves, but have added your la- 
bour to them, for to do more good to other people. 

Inſtead of forced ſhapes, patched faces, gentee] 
airs, and affected motions, I have taught you to 
conceal your bodies with modeſt garments, and let 
the world have nothing to view of you, but the 
plainneſs, and ſincerity, and humility of all your 
behaviour. 

You know, my children, the high perfection, 
and the great rewards of virginity; you know how 
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it frees from worldly cares and troubles, and fur- 
niſhes means and opportunities of high advance- 
ments in a divine life: therefore love, and eſteem, 
and honour virginity; bleſs God for all that glori- 


ous company of holy virgins, that from the begin- 


ning of chriſtianity have, in the ſeveral ages of the 
church, renounced the cares and pleaſures of matri- 
mony, to be perpetual examples of ſolicude, con- 
templation, and prayers, 
But as every one has their proper gift from God, 
as ] look upon you all to be ſo many great bleſſings 


of a married ſtate ; fo I leave it to your choice, ei- 


ther to do as I have done, or to aſpire after higher 
degrees of perfection in a virgin ſtate of he, 

I defire nothing, I preſs nothing upon you, but 
to make the moſt of human life, and to aſpire af- 
ter perfection in whatever ſtate of life you chuſe. 

Never therefore conſider yourſelves as perſons 
that are to be ſren, admired, and courted by men; 
but as poor ſinners, that are to ſave yourſelves from 
the vanities aud follies of a miſerable world, by hu- 
mility, devotion, and ſelf-denial, Learn to live for 
your own ſake, and the ſervice of God; and let 
nothing in the world be of any yalue with you, but 
that which you can turn into a ſervice to God,and a 
means of your future happineſs. 

Conſider often, how powerfully you are called to 
a virtuous life, and what great and glorious things 
God has done for you, to make you in love with 
every thing that can promote his glory, 

Think upon the vanity and ſhortneſs of human 
life, and let death and eternity be often in your minds; 


? 
| 
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for theſe thoughts will ſtrengthen and exalt your 
minds, and make you wiſe and judicious, and truly 
ſenſible of the littleneſs of all human things. 

Think of the happineſs of the prophets and 
apoſtles, faints and martyrs, who are now rejoicing 
in the preſence of God, and ſee themſelves poſſeſſors 
of eternal glory. And then think how deſirable a 
thing it is, to warch and pray, and do good as they 
did, that when you die you may have your lot a- 
mongſt them. 

Whether married, therefore, or unmarried, conſi- 
der yourſelves as mothers and ſiſters, as friends and 
relations to all that want your aſſiſtance; and never 
allow yourſelves to be idle, whilſt others are in want 
of any thing that your hands can make for them. 

This uſeful, charitable, humble employment of 
yourſelves, is what I recommend to you with great 
eameſtneſs, as being a ſubſtantial part of a wiſe and 
pious life, And befides the good you will thereby 
do to other people, every virtue of your own heart 
will be very much improved by it. 

For, next to reading, meditation, and prayer, 
there is nothing that ſo ſecures our hearts from fooliſh 
paſſions, nothing that preſerves ſo holy and wiſe a 
frame of mind, as ſome uſeful, humble employ- 
ment of ourſelves, 

Never therefore conſider your labour as an amuſe- 
ment, that is to get rid of your time, and ſo may be 
as trifling as you pleaſe ; but conſider it as ſomething 

that is to be ſerviceable to yourſelves and others, that 
is to ſerve ſome ſober ends of liſe, to ſave and re- 
deem 
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deem your time, and make it turn to your account, 
when the works of all people ſhall be tried by fire, 

When you were little, I left you to little amuſe- 
ments, to pleaſe yourſelves in any things that were 
free from harm; but as you are now grown up to 
a knowledge of God and yourſelves, as your minds 
are now acquainted with the worth and value of vir- 
tue, and exalted with the great doctrines of religion, 
you are now to do nothing as children, but deſpiſe 
every thing that is poor, or vain, and impertinent; 
you are now to make the labours of your hands ſui- 
table to the piety of your hearts, and employ your- 
ſelves for the ſame ends, and with the fame WH as 
you watch and pray. 

For if there is any good to be done by your * 
bour, if you can poſſibly employ yourſelves uſefully 
to other people, how ſilly is it, how contrary, to the 
wiſdom of religion, to make that a mere amuſement, 
which might as eaſily be made an exerciſe of the 
greateſt charity ? 

What would you think of the wiſdom of him, 
that ſhould employ his time in diſtilling of waters, 
and making liquors which no body could uſe, mere- 
ly to amuſe himſelf with the variety of their colour 
and clearneſs, when, with leſs labour and expence, 
he might ſatisfy the wants of thoſe who have no- 
thing to drink ? | | 

Yet he would be as wiſely employed, as thoſe 
that are amuſing themſelves with ſuch tedious works 
as they neither need, nor hardly know how to uſe 
when they are finiſhed; when with leſs labour and 
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expence, they might be doing as much good, as he 
that is cloathing the naked, or viſiting the ſick. 

Be glad therefore to know the wants of the poor- 
eſt people, and let your hands be employed in mak- 
ing ſuch mean and ordinary things for them, as their 
neceſſities require. By thus making your labour a 
gift and ſervice to the poor, your ordinary work will 
be changed into a holy ſervice, and made as accept- 
able to God, as your devotions, 

And as charity is the greateſt of all virtues, as it 
always was the chief temper of the greateſt ſaints; ſo 
nothing can make your own charity more amiable 
in the ſight of God, than this method of adding your 
labour to it. 

The humility alſo of this employment will be as 
beneficial to you as the charity of it. It will keep 


you from all vain and proud thoughts of your own 


ſtate and diſtinction in life, and from treating the 
poor as creatures of a different ſpecies. By accuſ- 
toming yourſelves to this labour and ſervice to the 
poor, as the repreſentatives of Jeſus Chriſt, you will 


ſoon find your heart ſoftened into the greateſt meck- 


neſs and lowlineſs towards them. You will reve- 
rence their eſtate and condition, think it an honour 
to ſerve them, and never be ſo pleaſed with yourſelf, 
as when you are moſt humbly employed in their 


* ſervice. | 


This will make you true diſciples of our meek 
lord and maſter, who came into the world not to be 
miniſtered unto, but to miniſter; and though he 
was lord of all, and amongſt the creatures of his own 
making, yet was among them as one that ſerveth, 
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Chriſtianity has then had its moſt glorious effects 
upon your hearts, when it has thus changed your 
ſpirit, removed all the pride of life from you, and 
male you delight in humbling yourſelves beneath 
the loweſt of all your fellow creatures. 
Live therefore, my children, as you have begun 
your lives, in humble labour for the good of others; 
and let ceremonious viſits, and vain acquaintance, 
have as little of your time as you poſlibly can. 
Contract no fooliſh friendſhips, or vain fondneſſes for 
particular perſons; but love them moſt, that moſt 
turn your love towards God, and your compaſſion 
towards all the world. | 
But above all, avoid the converſation of fine bred 
fops and beaus, and hate nothing more than the idle 
diſcourſe, the flattery and compliment of that ſort of 
men; for they are the ſname of their own ſex, and 
ought to be the abhorrence of yours, 
When you go abroad, let humility, modeſty, and 
a decent carriage, be all the ſtate that you take upon 
you; and let tenderneſs, compaſſion, and good na- 
ture, be all the fine breeding that you ſhew in any 
place, ESP. 6 
It evil ſpeaking, ſcandal, or backbiting, be the 
converſation where you happen to be, keep your 
heart and your tongue to yourſelf; be as much 
grieved, as if you was amongſt curſing and ſwearing, 
and retire as ſoon as you can, 

Though you intend to marry,yet let the time never 
come, till you find a man that has thoſe perfections, 
which you have been labouring after yourſelves; who 
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is likely to be a friend to all your virtues, and with 
whom it is better to live, than to want the benefit of 
his example. 

Love poverty, and reverence poor people; as ſor 
many reaſons, ſo particularly for this, becauſe our 
bleſſed Saviour was one of the number, and becauſc 
you may make them all ſo many friends and advo- 
cates with God for you. 

Viſit and converſe with them frequently; you will 
often find ſimplicity, innocence, patience, fortitude, 
and great piety, amongſt them; and where they are 
not ſo, your good example may amend them. 

Rejoice at every opportunity of doing any humble 
action, and exerciſing the meekneſs of your minds; 
whether it be, as'the ſcripture expreſſes it, in waſh- 
ing the ſaints feet, that is, in waiting upon, and ſerv- 
ing thoſe that are below you; or in bearing with 
the haughtineſs and ill-manners of thoſe that are 
your equals, or above you. For there is nothing 
better than humility ; it is the fruitful ſoil of all vir- 
tues; and every thing that is kind and good, natural- 
ly grows from it. — 

Therefore, my children, pray for, and practiſe hu- 
mility, and reject every thing in dreſs or carriage, 
or converſation, that has any appearance of pride. 

Strive to do every thing that is praiſe-worthy, 
but do nothing in order to be praiſed; nor think 
of any reward for all your labours of love and vir- 
tue, till Chriſt cometh with all his holy angels. 

And above all, my children, have a care of vain 
and proud thoughts of your own virtues, For as 
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ſoon as ever people live different from the com- 
mon way of the world, and deſpiſe its vanities, the 
devil repreſents to their minds the height of their 
own perſections; and is content they ſhould excel 
in good works, provided that he can but make 
them proud of them. 

Therefore watch over your virtues with a jealous 
eye, and reject every vain thought, as you would 
reject the moſt wicked imaginations; and think 
what a loſs it would be to you, to have the fruit 
of all your good works devoured by the vanity of 
your own minds. 

When therefore you have ſpent days and weeks 
well, do not ſuffer your hearts to contemplate any 
thing as your own, but give all the glory to the 
goodneſs of God, who has carried you through 


- ſuch rules of holy living, as you were not able to 


obſerve by your own ſtrength; and take care to 
begin the next day, not as proficients in virtue, 
that can do great matters, but as poor beginners, 
that want the daily aſſiſtance of God to ſave you 
from the groſſeſt ſins. - 

Your dear father was an humble, watchful, pi- 
ous, wiſe man. Whilſt his ſickneſs would ſuffer 
him to talk with me, his diſcourſe was chiefly a- 
bout your education, He knew the benefits of 
humility, he ſaw the ruins which pride made in our 
ſex; and therefore he conjured me with the tender- 


eſt expreſſions, to renounce the faſhionable ways of 


educating daughters in pride and ſoftneſs, in the 
care of their beauty and dreſs; and to bring you all 
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up in the plaineſt, ſimpleſt inſtances of an humble, 
holy, and induſtrious life. 

He taught me an admirable rule of humility, 
which he practiſed all the days of his life; which 
was this; to let no morning paſs, without thinking 
upon ſome frailty and infirmity of our own, that 
may put us to confuſion, make us bluſh inwardly, 
and entertain a mean opinion of ourſelves, | 

Think therefore, my children, that the ſoul of 
your good father, who is now with God, ſpeaks to 
you through my mouth; and let the double deſire 
of your father, who is gone, and of me, who am with 
you, prevail upoh you to love God, to ſtudy your 
own perfection, to practiſe humility, and with in- 
nocent labour and charity, to do all the good that 
you can to all your fellow creatures, until God 
calls you to another life. 

Thus did the pious widow educate her 3 


REYLECTION., 


The ſpirit of this education ſpeaks ſo plainly for 
itſelf, that, I hope, I need ſay nothing in its jultifi- 
cation. If we could ſee it in life, as well as read of 
it in books, the world would ſoon find the happy 
effects of it, 


. THE END. 
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